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13 May – 16 June 2012 

Opening Sunday 13 May 16.30 - 18.30 

In Aaron Bobrow's first solo show, No Sleep in the Exit Row, 

industrial tarps, both new and used, are stretched on traditional 

painting supports. Bobrow uses the heavy-duty plastic sheets, 

that can be consistently located all the way from suburban back 

yards to construction sites to impoverished third world villages 

in order to investigate the history of the monochrome and the 

ready made. When moved from the outdoors to the studio and 

finally into the gallery space, the tarps display on their 

surface an exact record of their past. The provenance and 

functional history is unknown to the viewer, leaving nothing to 

hinder contemplation of the monochrome. Contrasting the tattered 

surfaces are brand new tarps purchased over the Internet. Rather 

than meticulously creating a flat monochrome surface with 

conventional materials, the artists uses the new industrial 

surfaces to produce monochromatic works rich with textures and 

seams, evident of industrial production. Over time, the fresh 

surfaces acquire subtle signs of use through shipping and 

handling, studio production and gallery installation. Unused in 

the traditional means of the tarp, these tarps now shield the 

paintings support. 

Born in 1985 in San Francisco, Aaron Bobrow studied at Parsons 

School of Design. His work was included in group exhibitions at 

Clearing, Miami (2012); Brand New Gallery, Milan (2012); Andrea 

Rosen Gallery, New York (2011); Art Production Fund, New York 

(2009) and Marvelli Gallery, New York (2009). He lives and works 

in New York.  
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