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Praz-Delavallade is pleased to announce A Gathering of Eagles,
Jwan Yosef’s first solo exhibition with the gallery in Los Angeles. The
exhibition features new paintings and site-specific installations.

Yosef’s work, while minimal in execution, is loaded with political and
autobiographical signifiers. Having emigrated with his family from
Syria to Stockholm at a young age and being educated in western
cultural society, Yosef draws from a variety of pop culture, personal
and political influences from these disparate places.

For one group of paintings, Yosef focuses on propaganda shots of
Syrian dictator Hafez al-Assad whose power grab (and that of his son,
Syria’s current leader Bashar al-Assad) deeply impacted him at a time
when his family decided to emigrate to Sweden. In another series of
canvases, he focuses on glorified publicity stills of Hollywood pop
icon Rock Hudson, whose transcendence from cinematic idol to
queer icon changed the public’s perception of AlDs, humanizing the
disease and also becoming a deeply important persona for Yosef. Two
other paintings in the exhibition feature portraits of his father Ahmad
Yosef, a Kurdish Muslim who at the time crossed ethnic and religious
lines to marry a Christian Armenian which triggered the families
move to Sweden and profoundly impacted Yosef’s life. Each of these
characters, distinctly different in their political and popular persona,
represent separate memories and time frames for Yosef throughout
his upbringing and who would later

in life come to bring a deeper understanding of his heritage and search
for identity. His interest in the plasticity of material is forefront in the
works as he removes the staples from behind the painting, crumpling
and distorting the canvas. In this suggestive stripping, Yosef links the
once simply emblematic portraits with a seductive and seemingly
destructive gesture. Seen together, the works are comments on the
wider perception of our immediate being and surrounding cultural and
political situations.
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Jwan Yosef (b. 1984, Syria) studied at the Konstfack University College
of Arts, Stockholm, SE and received his MFA from Central Saint
Martins, London, UK. He was recently the focus of a solo exhibition
at the Goss Michael Foundation in Dallas TX, US. In 2013, he took part
in the Threadneedle Prize and was awarded the BEERS Contemporary
Award Emerging Art. Yosef is also a founding member of the not-for-
profit art studio The Bomb Factory Art Foundation in Archway, North
London. His work is held in public collections such as Karolinska, Solna,
SE and Stockholms Stad Kulturvorvaltning, Stockholm, SE, along with
various private collections.

A Gathering of Eagles is on view at 6150 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles
from 10 November 2018 through 12 January 2019, Tuesday through
Saturday, from 11:00am to 6:00pm. Complimentary parking is available
at the lot adjacent to the gallery.

For more information please contact Anthony Salvador at 323-917-
5044 or anthony@praz-delavallade.com.
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