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‘The drawings are something I’ve carried on over decades, and they form a kind of breathing activity on a daily 
level…When I looked up the word ‘draw’ in the dictionary, I found that there were twenty-two definitions, one of 
which was to delineate with lines. The other twenty-one definitions are all dialectic activities, to metamorphose, 
to translate, to take aim…That’s where I took off from with the idea of drawing…these lines for example, are not 
lines, they’re edges. In other words it’s material and it’s physical reality, they’re constructions of space with a 
reasonable analogy to architecture.’
– Roni Horn

(From: ‘Art and Architecture’ (Chinati Symposium, Marfa TX, 1998))

Hauser & Wirth Zürich is pleased to present ‘Wits’ End Sampler | Recent Drawings’, an exhibition of large-
scale drawings by acclaimed American artist Roni Horn and the unveiling of a new installation. Using drawing, 
photography, installation, sculpture and literature, Roni Horn’s work consistently questions and generates 
uncertainty to thwart closure in her work, engaging with many different concerns and materials. Important across 
her oeuvre is her longstanding interest to the protean nature of identity, meaning, and perception, as well as the 
notion of doubling; issues which continue to propel Horn’s practice.

For Horn, drawing is a primary activity that has been a defining area of her artistic practice since 1980, and the 
pigment drawings explore recurrent themes of identity, interpretation and textual play. In drawings from the Yet 
series, Horn has worked powdered pigment, graphite and varnish into a few first phase drawings called ‘plates’, 
which are then cut apart. These pieces are then rearranged and assembled, and may undergo several more 
cycles of splicing and stitching together before taking their ultimate form. Pencil marks, numbers and words are 
interspersed between shards of colour as Horn annotates the joining of plates in each drawing.

Press release 



‘Wits’ End Sampler’ is a new installation that will be shown for the first time in Zurich. Idioms and textual play 
have always been a significant part of Horn’s work. For this project, Horn invited strangers and associates to 
write out idioms and clichés of their choosing. This eventually accumulated into over 1000 individual phrases 
all handwritten by the many authors. Walls of the second floor gallery will be silk-screened with these idioms to 
create a constructed linguistic environment. ‘Wits’ End Sampler’ is a work where Horn acts as ‘a choreographer 
of words’, as Gary Indiana has called the artist.
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Yet 7
2017/2018
Powdered pigment, graphite, charcoal, coloured pencil 
and varnish on paper
231.1 x 332.7 cm / 91 x 131 in

Yet 1
2013/2017
Powdered pigment, graphite, charcoal, coloured pencil 
and varnish on paper
312.4 x 247.7 cm / 123 x 97 1/2 in
 
Yet 5
2013/2017
Powdered pigment, graphite, charcoal, coloured pencil 
and varnish on paper
246.4 x 325.1 cm / 97 x 128 in

Hauser & Wirth
Limmatstrasse 270
8005 Zürich

Gallery hours: 
Monday to Friday, 11 am – 6 pm
Saturday, 11 am – 5 pm

www.hauserwirth.info

About the artist 

Roni Horn was born in 1955 and lives and works in New York NY and Reykjavik, Iceland. In March 2017, the 
Glenstone Museum, Potomac MA presented a survey exhibition of four decades of Horn's work. Other solo 
exhibitions include 'Roni Horn', de Pont Museum, Tilburg, Netherlands (2016); ‘Roni Horn. Butterfly to Oblivion’, 
Fondation Vincent van Gogh, Arles, France (2015); ‘Roni Horn. Butterfly Doubt’, Hauser & Wirth London (2015); 
the travelling exhibition 'Roni Horn. "Everything was sleeping as if the universe were a mistake"', first shown at 
Hauser & Wirth New York, 18th Street (2013) and then Fundació Joan Miró, Barcelona, Spain (2014) and Caixa 
Forum, Madrid, Spain (2014); 'Photographien / Photographic Works', Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg, Germany 
(2011); and 'Well and Truly', Kunsthaus Bregenz, Austria (2010). In November 2009, Horn's comprehensive survey 
exhibition 'Roni Horn aka Roni Horn' opened at Tate Modern and travelled to Collection Lambert in Avignon, 
France (2009); Whitney Museum of American Art, New York NY (2009); and The Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Boston MA (2010). In January 2013, Horn was awarded the Joan Miró Prize and JRP Ringier also published 
the first major publication to focus solely on Horn's extensive drawing practice. Horn's works are featured in 
numerous major international institutions and collections including the Guggenheim Museum, New York NY; 
Museum of Modern Art, New York NY; The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago IL; Tate Modern, London, England; 
Kunsthalle Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany; Kunsthaus Zürich, Switzerland; and Centre Georges Pompidou, 
Paris, France. 


