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Chert is delighted to present the second solo exhibition of German artist Heike
Kabisch (1978).

In recent years Kabisch has been producing sculptures and installations that
return to classic figuration and representation by creating her subjects based on
real studio models. Rather then using abstraction and symbolism to reflect on
reality, she reverses the process, creating familiar scenes evoking the
uncomfortable futility of daily realities.

Exemplifying Kabisch’s practice is the piece "Under the Umbrella" (2012); a work
that cites a fountain she discovered in the small southern German town of
Markdorf. Unlike the idealized romantic figures in the fountain, Kabisch creates
characters that are inherently portrayed full of tension and contradictions.
Leaving the materials intentionally unadorned, the complete work displaces the
idea of the 19" century traditional village fountain into the now.

Kabisch's work opposes contemporary aesthetics, challenging public opinion and
understanding of sculpture. Using one of the more classic and direct artistic
mediums, her sculptures open up a discussion against generally accepted artistic
languages.

Heike Kabisch was born in Minster in 1978.

After graduating from Kunstakademie Muinster with Katharina Fritsch she
attended a two year Master programme in Fine Arts in Glasgow.

Recently her work has been exhibited at Temporary Gallery, Cologne, Museum
voor Moderne Kunst Arnhem, Kunstmuseum Baden Solingen, KIT - Dusseldorf,
Tramway, Glasgow and Frieze Art Fair, Frame Section, with Chert, Berlin.
Kabisch lives and works in Disseldorf.
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In Heike Kabisch’s sculptures, a mixture of sensuality, power, elegance and others enchanting images of
everyday life values, are portrayed on an absurd, cruel and extremely realistic stage.

Contrasted by the overmuch seriousness of the characters’ expressions, the artist models an ironic
impact on the scene through her manufactured bodies, destroying the aleatory ideas they refer to and
pointing directly at the absurdity of this livid imagery.

Kabisch’s installations are in a way comparable to classic fairy tales: they are tragic, dramatic (although
never theatrical), symbolic everywhere and thoroughly soaked in traditions, healthy values and useful
warnings.

Her materials and expressions melt together to create a theatre of absurdities in which we can recognize
many of our aspirations and desires. This chaos of human fears and anxieties is frozen into a single
image, simultaneously ironic, grave, doubtful and uncertain.

Her sculptures float between attraction and repulsion. Provocative, cheesy and impudent, the characters’
attitudes spring from a meditative silence waiting for a fearless, proud and heavy expression; we may
meet an elegant minstrel next to a sorrowful little girl, staying together in this tragic-comic atmosphere.

Heike Kabisch’s home-made universe looks at our ground and its reality, bringing out the absurd, clumsy,
inner beauty of human beings.
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