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betty tompkins

fuck paintings

galerie rodolphe Janssen is pleased to announce her first exhibition of betty tompkins in brus-
sels from february 17th to march 17th 2012. 

betty tompkins started painting large scale, photorealistic, detailed images of penetration, mastur-
bation or the female genitalia in 1969. 

her intent from the start was to have two disparate elements in order that «the abstract and the 
sexual content - coexist equally in the work.» or as she says : « i realized that if i cut off all the 
identifiers - heads, hands, feet, etc. - i could create these beautiful abstract images out of the part 
of the photograph that was most compelling which, of course, was the explicit sex part. »

after some group shows in the early 1970’s, her work has almost been left untouched by the critics 
and dealers possibly due to the subject matter. 
for censorship reasons, her works were even held in the french customs in 1973. 
in 2003, tompkins has been included in the biennale de Lyon which captured extraordinary atten-
tion to her work. after that the centre georges pompidou even acquired fuck painting #1 (one of 
the two paintings that had been censored in 1973) for his permanent collection. 

since then betty tompkins has been painting fuck, cunt or kiss paintings as in the late 1960’s. 
she has been studying different mediums and went from airbrush to stamps, graphite powder or 
fingerprints. 

betty tompkins imposes a distance with her explicit subjects, or as she says : « i see something 
intimate made monumental - we see a visual we don’t usually see in a medium we don’t expect. »

betty tompkins (1945) lives and works in ny. 

her works have been shown at houston museum of modern art ((houston, tX), stamford museum 
& nature center (stamford, ct), ps1(ny), Juniata museum of art (huntingdon, pa), biennale de 
Lyon 2003 (Lyon, fr).

her works are in some important collections such as : centre geaorges pompidou (paris, france), 
aldrich museum (ridgefield, ct), allen art museum (oh), museum of the city of new york (ny). 

BETTY TOMPKINS

BIOGRAPHY

Betty Tompkins, born 1945 in Washington D.C. 
Lives and works in New York and Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania.

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2012
Galerie Rodolphe Janssen | Brussels

2011
Sex Works | Galerie Andrea Caratsch | Zurich

2009
New Work | Mitchell Algus Gallery | New York

2007
Sex Works |Mitchell Algus Gallery | NYC

2008
Lawrimore project | Seattle

2006
Fuck Paintings and Drawings | Galerie Andrea Caratsch | Zurich

2005
New Paintings and Drawings | Mitchell Algus Gallery | NYC

2002
Fuck Paintings 1969-74 | Mitchell Algus Gallery | NYC

2000
Egizio’s Project | NYC 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2011
Grisaille | Luxembourg & Dayan | NYC
Narrative to the Perverse II | Jancar Gallery | Los Angeles
Invitation to the Voyage – Charles Baudelaire | Algus Greenspon | NYC
No government No cry, a project by Kendell Geers | CIAP Actuele Kunst | Hasselt, Belgium
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2010
Lust and Vice : the seven deadly sins from durer to naumann | kunstmuseum bern and Zentrum paul 
klee | bern
Visible Vagina | francis naumann gallery | nyc
consider the oyster | James graham & sons | nyc

2009
elles@centrepompidou | centre pompidou, musée d’art moderne | paris
naked! size matters | paul kasmin gallery | nyc
revolver | coco | Vienna
the Line is a Lonely hunter - drawings in new Jerseyy | new Jerseyy | basel

2008
images | head | geneva
how to cook a Wolf: part 1 | dinter fine art | nyc
WWW.Women | headbones gallery | toronto

2007
into position | baurnmarkt | Vienna
La plaissir au dessin | musee de beaux arts | Lyon
handsome young doctor | cubitt gallery | London

2006
exquisite corpse-cadavre exquis | mitchell algus gallery | nyc
uncertain states of america | serpentine gallery | London and traveling

2005
La beauté de l’enfer | galerie rodolphe Janssen | brussels

2004
[untitled/nudes] | printed matter | nyc
nouvelles acquisitions, oeuvres contemporaines | centre pompidou, musée national d’art moderne | 
paris

2003
it happened tomorrow | biennale de Lyon | Lyon

coLLections

centre pompidou, musee national d’art moderne | paris

cunt painting #15 
2011

acrylic on canvas
162,5 x 182,8 cm

64 x 72 in



pussy painting #10
2011

acrylic on canvas
40.6 x 40.6 cm 

16 x 16 in 

fuck painting #42
2011

acrylic on canvas
152.4 x 213.4 cm

60 x 84 in



girl on girl painting #4
2011

acrylic on canvas
182.9 x 152.4 cm

72 x 60 in

fuck painting #44
2011

acrylic on canvas
61 x 61 cm
24 x 24 in


