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PURGATORY PAINTINGS

DAN COLEN

Massimo De Carlo is pleased to present Purgatory Paintings, a new exhibition by the American
artist Dan Colen. The exhibition, which will take place in the Milan gallery in Piazza Belgioioso, will
open to the public on the 9th of May 2017.

Throughout his practice Dan Colen has used the canvas as the medium to investigate the
transcendental value of banality, encompassing fairy-tales and found objects to draft a narrative that
elevates materiality itself by shifting between non-representational subjects and figurative ones.

The Purgatory Paintings are a continuation of the artist’s pursuit of placing art between the worlds
of abstraction and representation. Each canvas, seen from a distance, looks like cloudscapes,
however, as one’s body enters the close physical space of the canvas, the subject matter dissolves
into a fog of formlessness and colour.

A skilful and thorough labour process is involved in the making of the Purgatory Paintings, where
the end result is a painting comprised of myriad translucent layers — none of which reveal any hard
edges or brushwork. Instead, paint in the Purgatory series behaves in much the same manner that
clouds do themselves: a suspension of liquid aerosols so finely scattered as to appear like a formless
gas one must squint to perceive.

The notion of purgatory can be applied to the paintings themselves, which are caught in the midst of
an investigation of the painterly gesture, and to the subjects of the works: looking at the clouds in
the paintings it is impossible to know whether a storm is breaking apart or just setting in, whether
the sun is on its way up, or on its way down. Both time and space, then, are unresolvable, and the
resulting works appropriately conflate nothingness with the infinite. Foregrounded shapes stand in
stark contrast to a deeper atmosphere, confusing the gradations in between. Like Purgatory itself,
one cannot perceive the distance out or discern whether there is no middle ground or only middle
ground.

The exhibition, that marks Dan Colen’s return to Italy after six years, offers an insight into the way
that we now experience nature and consciousness through hastily defined, synthetic filters allowing
theatrical and cartoonish fantasy to become an ideal platform on which to stage the contemporary
sublime.
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DAN COLEN

Dan Colen was born in New Jersey in 1979. He lives and works in New York, USA. Solo exhibitions
include: Oil Paintings, Dallas Contemporary, Dallas, USA (2016); Shake The Elbow, Albright-Knox
Art Gallery, Buffalo, USA (2015); Psychic Slayer, HEART - Herning Museum of Contemporary Art,
Herning, DK (2015); Help!, The Brant Foundation Art Study Center, Greenwich, USA (2014); The
L...o...n...g Count, The Walter De Maria Building, New York, USA (2014 ); In Living Color, The
FLAG Art Foundation, New York, USA (2012); Peanuts, curated by Gunnar B. Kvaran, Hanne
Beate Ueland e Grete Arbu, Astrup Fearnley Museum of Modern Art, Oslo, N (2011). His work has
been exhibited internationally in prominent institutions such as: The Kids Are Alright: Ryan
McGinley, MCA Denver, USA (2017); Progressive Praxis, de la Cruz Collection, Miami, USA (2016);
The World is Made of Stories, curated by Gunnar B. Kvaran, Therese Mollenhoff, Astrup Fearnley
Museet, Oslo, N (2015); 3 Blind Mice, Museum Dhondt Dhaenens, Deurle, B (2014); One Way:
Peter Marino, Bass Museum of Art, Miami, USA (2014); Meanwhile... Suddenly and Then, 12th
Biennale de Lyon, Lyon, F (2013); Confronti - Enrico Castellani, Dan Colen, Dadamaino, Piotr
Uklanski, GAMeC: Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Bergamo, Bergamo, I (2013); Skin
Fruit: Selections from the Dakis Joannou Collection, curated by Jeff Koons, New Museum of
Contemporary Art, New York, USA (2010); Whitney Biennial 2006: Day for Night, Whitney
Museum of American Art, New York,USA (2006). Catalogue. Dan Colen’s work is owned by
prestigious museum collections such as The Astrup Fearnley Museum of Modern Art, Oslo,
Norway; Dakis Joannou Collection, Athens, Greece; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis,USA;
Hirshhorn Museum, Washington DC, USA; The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York,
USA.

Hard Facts:

Massimo De Carlo, Milan

Piazza Belgioioso, 2 - 20121 Milan, Italy

From 9th of May until 14th of July, 2017

Opening reception on Monday 8th of May, from 18:00 to 21:00
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 11:00 - 19:00

For further information and materials:
Press Oftice, Massimo De Carlo

T. +39 02 70003987 - T. +44 (0) 2072872005
press@massimodecarlo.com
www.massimodecarlo.com

Instagram: massimodecarlogallery

Twitter: mdcgallery
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