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“The very conditions that make the State possible… trace creative lines of escape”
– Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari (Nomadology: The War Machine, 1986)
Lisson Gallery presents the first major solo exhibition in the United Kingdom by
Moroccan-French artist Bouchra Khalili. Based between Berlin, Oslo and Paris,
Khalili’s work explores the broad topics of migration and displacement through the
mediums of film, video, installation, photography and prints. Largely inspired by
the idea of journeys, both literally and conceptually, Khalili’s exhibition at Lisson
Gallery lays bare the socially constructed nature of borders and challenges our fixed
ideas of identity and nationhood.
Nowhere do the concepts of movement, identity and borders align more poignantly
than in Khalili’s multi-channel video installation The Mapping Journey Project
(2008–11). Aiming to draw an alternative practice of map-making, the work
consists of eight films that focus the audience’s gaze on the tortuous and complex
journeys taken by individuals forced to cross borders illegally. These journeys are
literally traced onto a large map seen on screen, while the narrators recount the
journey factually, vividly filling in the experiential details of their quests. In an
essay for MoMA, New York, where the work was recently exhibited, Quinn
Latimer notes that “the dark, pen-inked lines of [the migrants’] trajectories create
strange and distinct constellations, fluid forms of statelessness that are posited
against and over the more familiar coloured shapes and lines they cross – that
patchwork of nation-states (colonial and other) that we have all learned to recognise
like some international language of signs of the hegemonic world order”.
The abstract traces created in The Mapping Journey Project are realised further in
Khalili’s The Constellation Series (2011). Composed of eight silkscreen prints,
each of the Constellations translates the voyages recounted in the films into the
form of star constellations similar to those that have been used in astronomy for
centuries. Stripped of their borders and resisting containment, these journeys
become fluid records of travels through space and time.
The final work in the exhibition, Foreign Office (2015), examines ideas of
internationalism and solidarity. It is made up of a film, a series of photographs and
a print. The work focuses on the city of Algiers and its position as an active site of
revolution and anti-colonial movements between 1962-1972, with groups including
the African National Congress (ANC) and Black Panthers having headquarters
there during this period. Produced with the support of the Sam Art Prize, the film
shows two young Algerians ‘re-writing’ history through images, language and oral
narratives, while the accompanying series of photographs document the ghostly
places that were home to these political movements, at once echoing the
disappearance of utopia and its persistence to haunt the present-time.

2

About Bouchra Khalili
Bouchra Khalili is a Moroccan-French artist. Born in Casablanca, Morocco, she
studied Film at Sorbonne Nouvelle and Visual Arts at the École Nationale
Supérieure d’Arts de Paris-Cergy, France. She currently lives and works in Berlin,
Germany and Oslo, Norway. Working with film, video, installation, photography
and prints, Khalili’s practice articulates language, subjectivity, orality and
geographical explorations. Each of her projects investigates strategies and
discourses of resistance as elaborated, developed and narrated by individuals, often
members of political minorities.
Solo exhibitions include ‘The Mapping Journey Project’, MoMA, New York, NY,
USA (2016); ‘Foreign Office’, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France (2015); ‘Garden
Conversation’, MACBA, Barcelona, Spain (2015); and ‘Living Labour’, Perez Art
Museum Miami, FL, USA (2013). Her works have featured in numerous group
shows and biennials including the Marrakech Biennale, Morocco (2016); 8th
Goteborg Biennale, Sweden (2015); ‘The Encyclopedic Palace’, Venice Biennale,
Italy (2013); 18th Biennale of Sydney, Australia (2012); and the 10th Sharjah
Biennial, UAE (2011). In 2014, Khalili was awarded the Abraaj Group Art Prize,
and she will participate in documenta 14, opening in Athens, Greece on 8 April
2017, and Kassel, Germany on 10 June 2017.

About Lisson Gallery
Lisson Gallery is one of the most influential and longest-running international
contemporary art galleries in the world. Established in 1967 by Nicholas Logsdail,
it pioneered the early careers of important Minimal and Conceptual artists, such as
Art & Language, Carl Andre, Daniel Buren, Donald Judd, John Latham, Sol
LeWitt, Richard Long and Robert Ryman among many others. In its second decade
it introduced significant British artists, including Tony Cragg, Richard Deacon,
Anish Kapoor, Shirazeh Houshiary and Julian Opie. Today it continues to support a
younger generation of artists led by Cory Arcangel, Nathalie Djurberg & Hans
Berg, Ryan Gander, Haroon Mirza and many more. Across two exhibition spaces in
London, one in Milan and a fourth under the High Line in New York, the gallery
supports and develops 52 international artists.
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