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Line | Khat 
Golnaz Fathi 
December 21, 2016 – January 28, 2017 
 
The Third Line is very pleased to present Line | Khat, a solo exhibition by Golnaz Fathi that 
explores the relationship between experimental calligraphic mark-making and non-traditional 
mediums. Golnaz’s approach to abstraction in calligraphy, and signature style of visuals 
created through indecipherable lettering, has expanded to include non-traditional media such 
as ballpoints and rollerballs. Through this series, Golnaz explores an intimate narrative 
through the practice of diary keeping.   
 

 
Golnaz Fathi, Numbers (detail), 2013, pen on Chinese paper, cover acrylic, 20 x 336 cm 
 
Golnaz’s new body of work originates from a fascination with diaries and notebooks and was 
prompted by a visit to Shanghai, where she encountered a series of folded handmade books. 
These triggered nostalgia around the notebooks she used to carry around and collect as a 
child, causing a return to the ritual of diary keeping. Obsessively and repetitively penning 
down her thoughts on a daily basis, every page turned into an abstract artwork. Golnaz refers 
to this process as a voyage into the unknown world. 
 
The exhibition presents a selection of notebooks, and works on paper and canvas from this 
series. Works on paper in the Black Series and Blue Series are made with archival ballpoint 
pens, an uncommon medium for calligraphers to use. For Golnaz, being a classically trained 
calligrapher, the use of this pen can be seen as a subtly rebellious and unconventional 
approach to the practice. Running out of ballpoints, and not being able to obtain new ones, 
Golnaz then switched to rollerball pens, which she uses in combination with acrylic paint, 
culminating in works on large canvases. 
 
Moving on from bold painterly lines to the use of ballpoint and rollerball, Golnaz uses her 
background as a trained calligrapher to skillfully transform known language into form and 
abstract compositions. By making the words illegible, she paradoxically allows the work to 
become more comprehensible; by being understandable for no one, the visuals become 
accessible to everyone. 
 
 
 



	

	

About Golnaz Fathi 
 
Golnaz Fathi was born in Tehran, Iran in 1972. She received a diploma in Iranian Calligraphy 
from the prestigious Iranian Society of Calligraphy, Tehran after completing her Bachelors 
from the Azad Art University, Tehran.  
 
Golnaz has exhibited in a number of international shows which include solo exhibitions Falling 
Leaves, The Third Line, Dubai (2013); Ride Like the Wind, Sultan Gallery, Kuwait (2010);  
Controlled Chaos, The Third Line, Dubai (2010); Beyond Words, La Fontaine Centre of 
Contemporary Art, Bahrain (2007) and others. Group exhibitions include Frontiers 
Reimagined, Museo di Palazzo Grimani, Venice, Italy (2015); Approaches to Tradition, Neo-
traditionalism in Contemporary Iranian Art, MOCA, Tehran, Iran (2014); Museum Malaysia, 
Islamic Arts Museums, Malaysia (2013); Qalam: The Art of Beautiful Writing, Birmingham Art 
Museum, UK (2013); and The Elephant in the Dark, Devi Art Foundation, New Delhi, India 
(2012).  
 
Golnaz is the recipient of the Young Global Leader 2011 award and her works are housed in 
the collections of the Metropolitan Museum, New York, Brighton & Hove Museum, England; 
Carnegie Mellon University, Doha, Qatar; Asian Civilization’s Museum, Singapore; The 
British Museum, London; Museum of Islamic Art, Malaysia; and Farjam Collection, Dubai. 
Golnaz currently lives and works in Tehran, Iran. 
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About The Third Line 
 
The Third Line is a Dubai-based art gallery that represents contemporary Middle Eastern artists locally, 
regionally and internationally. The Third Line also hosts non-profit, alternative programs to increase 
interest and dialogue in the region. 
 
The Third Line’s book publishing division Works on Paper collaborates with associated artists from the 
region to publish and co-publish content. Projects include Presence by photographer Lamya Gargash 
(2008), In Absentia by Tarek Al-Ghoussein (2009), Cosmic Geometry, an extensive monograph on 
Monir Shahroudy Farmanfarmaian, edited by Hans Ulrich Obrist and Karen Marta (2011), and the self-
titled treatise Huda Lutfi about the artist’s Cairo based practice. 
 
Represented artists include: Abbas Akhavan, Ala Ebtekar, Amir H. Fallah, Arwa Abouon, Babak Golkar, 
Farhad Moshiri, Fouad Elkoury, Golnaz Fathi, Hassan Hajjaj, Hayv Kahraman, Huda Lutfi, Joana 
Hadjithomas & Khalil Joreige, Laleh Khorramian, Lamya Gargash, Monir Shahroudy Farmanfarmaian, 
Pouran Jinchi, Rana Begum, Sahand Hesamiyan, Sara Naim, Sherin Guirguis, Shirin Aliabadi, Slavs and 
Tatars, Sophia Al-Maria, Tarek Al-Ghoussein, Youssef Nabil and Zineb Sedira. 
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