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“Untitled’, 2007. Plasticine on wood. 41 x 28 x 4.5 cm / 16" x 11" x 1%#inches. Photo : © Wolfgang Woessner
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Galerie Perrotin Hong Kong is pleased to present “Gelatin Gelitin Gelintin”,
a mega - mini - retrospective of Gelitin. Marking the most comprehensive
presentation of their work in Asia to date, the exhibition surveys the collective's
prolific development over the last 20 years.

Gelitin formed in the mid-nineties in Vienna, Austria consisting of the four artists
Ali Janka, Florian Reither, Tobias Urban, and Wolfgang Gantner. Characterized
by disparate yet unifying backgrounds, the artists perform their practice on
the fragile territory of humour, spontaneity, child-like naiveté, and blatant sexuality
that has given rise to their over-the-top performances and visually enticing work.

Anticipating Relational Aesthetics, Gelitin plays with audience participation and
collaboration, as a central core of their oeuvre. Attitudes become form and
viewers are invited to join in as participants, defying their routine behaviour while
enjoying art from a new perspective.

The exhibition encompasses the collective’s wide-ranging practices, spanning
from performances and documentation of happenings to their iconic Mona Lisa
series, also known as Flower plasticine paintings, and preparatory drawings
from past and upcoming projects.

First exhibited at Musée d'Art moderne de la Ville de Paris in 2008, the Mona
Lisa series pays homage to the most famous painting in the world in a
comical, typically-Gelitin manner. Their interpretation of the iconic lady, created
with plasticine, bears no resemblance to its original, some almost devoid of
anthropomorphic resemblance. Toying with the viewer's imagination, Gelitin's
Mona Lisas dwell on the notion of cultural icon and query into its overarching
power over human memory and perception.

Also on view in this exhibition, the series of “Falling Sculptures”. Placed on top
of a custom-made pedestal, “Falling Sculptures” literally fall to the floor when
a lever affixed to the bottom gets pushed. An aptly named title premeditating
the object’s fate might not seem to lllicit much surprise from the viewer. However,
it is precisely this literalness that upends all expectations. While challenging
the question of the value of a piece of art, these sculptures play with artistic
practices like slapstick and the horror of "you break it, you buy it".

In a very dark room, recalling of an adult cinema, lays a row of lit jars. The jars
contain visually gruesome stuffed creatures pickled in oil. These sculptures
derive from a public, commissioned playroom project named “Operation Lila"
(New Hospital, Merano, Italy, 1999). A prominent essay written by the child

“Nellanutella’, 2001. Lambda c-print. 50 x 76 cm / 19'"16x 292 inches.
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psychologist Dr. Christine Kaniak-Urban accompanied the project. "Operation
Lila" investigates the relationship between children and hospitals and by
extension the fear and mental trauma such events can spawn. The possibility
of operating stuffed animals is intended to help children understand and reinterpret
the physically complex process, encourage them to gain courage, and consequently
help subside the feeling of helplessness.

Finally, a series of short videos and a screening of Gelitin's newly released
documentary “Whatever Happened to Gelitin” by Angela Christlieb complete
the survey. It recounts some of the most prodigious and wildly ingenious performance
pieces the group has presented, including an in-depth look into one of their most
important performances to date: “The B-Thing” (also on view).

In March 2000, the artists, through various tactics and succours, took out a
window of the World Trade Center's 91st floor, extended a self-made balcony,
and stood outside the building for a little while, just minutes before sunrise.
The entire process was captured on camera from a helicopter and a hotel suite
across the world trade plaza.

Their performances and installations create new landscapes, providing an exhilarating
outlet and push the boundary forward of social conventions and our perception
of society.

* Please be advised that certain parts of the exhibition are not permitted for viewers
under 18 years of age.

“Untitled”, 2010. Plasticine on wood. 207 x 144 x 10 cm / 81"2 x 56'®x 3'%""¢ inches, Photo : © Lena Deinhardstein
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“Untitled”, 2006. Glass jar, soft toy, oil, light box. 63 x 33 x 27.5 cm / 24'¥ x 13 x 10"® inches. Photo : © Gelitin

Gallery information: Media Preview Invitation:
17/F, 50 Connaught Road, Central, Hong Kong
T: +852 3758 2180 / F: +852 3758 2186

E: hongkong@perrotin.com

Opening hours: Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 7pm

A media preview will be taking place on
Thursday July 7th 2016 from 5pm to 6pm.

For more information and press enquiries, please contact:

Galerie Perrotin
Héloise Le Carvennec, Head of Press & Communication
heloise@perrotin.com / +33 1 42 16 91 80

Thomas Chabaud, Press Officer
thomaschabaud@perrotin.com / +33 1 76 21 07 11

CdD. | Communications Incubator

For any images used, kindly state: Stephanie Poon

Courtesy Galerie Perrotin

stephanie@cdd.com.hk / +852 6209 7957

Loris Lin, Press Officer
loris@perrotin.com / +852 3758 2183



GELITIN

Group of four artists : Ali Janka, Florian Reither, Tobias Urban, and Wolfgang Gantner who met in 1978.
They currently live and work in Vienna, Austria.

SELECTED SOLO SHOWS

2016 "The Guild of Giving", Performance at Manifesta 11, Zurich, Switzerland
2014 "The Wachauer Nose", Public sculpture at St. Lorenz, Austria
"Von einem Freund - Gedichte zum Auswendiglernen", Secession, Vienna, Austria
2013 "Loch", 21er Haus, Museum of Contemporary Art, Vienna, Austria
"Ritratto Analitico", Fondazione Nicola Trussardi, Teatro Arsenale, Milan, Italy
"Stop - Anna Ly Sing", Schinkel Pavillion, Berlin, Germany
2012 "The voulez vous chaud", Galerie Perrotin, Paris, France
"Rehabilitated Sculptures", Decade: Contemporary Collections 2002-2012, Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, USA
2011 "Lucas Bosch Gelatin" (together with Sarah Lucas), Kunsthalle Krems, Austria
2010 "Frohes Fest", Belvedere, Vienna, Austria
2008 '"La Louvre — Paris', Musée d'Art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
2005 '"Hase / Rabbit / Coniglio", Artesina, Italy
1998 '"Percutaneous Delights", PS1, New York, USA

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2015 '"Picasso in Contemporary Art", Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio, USA

2014 "Chat Jet (Part 2) Skulptur in Reflexion", Kiinstlerhaus Graz, Austria

2012 "Skyscraper: Art and Architecture Against Gravity", Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, USA
"Les maitres du désordre", Musée du quai Branly, Paris, France

2011 "Some Like it Hot", Gelatin Pavilion, Venice Biennial, Italy

2010 '"The New Décor', Hayward Gallery, London / Garage CCC, Moscow, Russia

2009 "Artists from the Francois Pinault Collection", Palazzo Grassi, Venice, Italy

2008 '"The PIG Presents: 7 solo shows by Alfredo Jaar, Mario Grubisic, Paola Pivi, Gelitin, Jeremy Deller", Simon Martin, Roberto Cuoghi”,
Galerie Perrotin, Miami, USA

2007 "Stellungswechsel 500", The Hamsterwheel, 52nd Venice Biennial, Arsenale, ltaly

2006 "In den Alpen", Kunsthaus Ziirich, Zurich, Switzerland
"Qu’ils mangent de la brioche", Galerie Perrotin, Paris, France

2005 '"Zapf de Pipi", 1st Moscow Biennial of Contemporary Art, Lenin Museum, Moscow, Russia

2003 "Extrd', Swiss Institute Contemporary Art, New York, USA

2002 '"True Love IV", Gwangju Biennial, Gwangju, Korea

2002 "Win Win", Shanghai Biennial, Shanghai, China

1999 "Hugbox', Liverpool Biennial, Liverpool, UK

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL COLLECTIONS

Belvedere, Vienna, Austria

Mumok, Vlenna Austria

Francois Pinault Foundation, Venice, ltaly

Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France

Musée d'Art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
Mona, Tasmania

“The B-Thing", 2001. 1 of 7 lambda c-prints. 40 x 60 cm / 156%* x 23°® inches. © Gelitin



