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In 1964, Wallace Berman's wooden house on Crater Lane in Los Angeles was devastated by 
a mudslide that destroyed everything on its path. The house on Crater Lane was an emblem-
atic place for the Californian Beat scene where Berman organized exhibitions, conferences and 
poem readings. 

This group show is built around Crater Lane as an iconic venue. The works by Wallace Berman, 
central historical figure of this show, will dialogue with Virginia Overton’s and Will Boone’s. 

A soundtrack, a taped discussion in which resounds the voice of Wallace Berman, accompanies 
the exhibition. The artist, who always refused to be interviewed, is recorded without knowing it 
by his friend Hal Glicksman in the Berman’s family home in Topanga Cayon, where they relocated 
after the destruction of their home on Crater Lane.

Wallace Berman (1926-1976) was an iconic figure of the California Beat movement. His person-
ality and multifaceted body of work deeply influenced several generations of artists, like the one 
of Will Boone and Virginia Overton. His practice resonates with jazz, the Kabbalah, and poetry 
that accompanied and inspired his work.

The works of Virginia Overtone (born 1971), in fragmented materials, recall the destruction of Ber-
man’s wooden house. The idea of the transformation of architectural space is essential to Virginia 
Overton’s work. More commonly associated with architecture, construction work or farming, ma-
terials such as wood, metal, plexiglas and fluorescent lighting are cut, bent and hammered into 
works that evince the power and sensory quality of their own materials. “I like for the work to act 
as a marker of its own history – letting accrued defects show in the pieces – that talks about the 
ways in which the materials have been used”.

Will Boone’s (born 1982) work in the exhibition is inspired by an object found in his studio — a 
wooden brace discovered within his wall. It appears to be an unfinished X — a composition in 
his painting and a recurring motif in his work—a shape, which holds itself up with, perceived 
tension. The form was a piece of the wall’s structure, hidden by the drywalled surface. It’s shape 
recalls a pair of swinging gates at his grandparent’s ranch in Cotulla, Texas as well as a job he had 
worked in construction, studding out walls. Boone has replicated the structure in simple wood 
and joinery and coated the surface in paint, transforming the found form into a 3- dimensional 
monochrome.

Soundtrack: Wallace Berman. (In conversation) w. /Shirley Berman /Hal Glicksman /Jack and 
Ruth Hirschman. Topanga Cayon. 1968 - Edition Muta and Derringer Books.

Lost in the Flood is a song by Bruce Springsteen released in 1973 on his debut album " Greet-
ings from Asbury Park, N.J. "
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