
	
  

	
  

 
 
PROSOPOPOEIA 
 
GELITIN  
 
 
Massimo De Carlo gallery is delighted to open its 2015-2016 season with the exhibition Prosopopoeia by the Austrian 
artist collective Gelitin. Through this show Gelitin challenges the dangers of being fixated on one sole idea, asking 
themselves: why have one idea when you can have ten?  
 
Upon entering the first room of the exhibition it is clear what Gelitin mean when they described Prosopopoeia as a 
‘dissociative show’.  Each idea that the artists have is translated in the vocabulary of art through the use of different 
mediums and the result is that each work in the exhibition becomes a visible but yet metaphoric trait of an uncanny 
entity with a multiple personality disorder.   
 
The gallery becomes here a rocambolesque carnival under continuous stimulation: visual and physical, between the 
gazes of eerie characters such as a dark papier-machè snout or the bleak eyes of the white pseudo alien busts and the all 
in-between. The large-scale colourful paintings that hang on the walls are a selection of works made in 2014 and 2015. 
 
Gelitin takes on the gallery space with a double-dome game, revising the narratives of human form, of life, of 
objectification and utilisation.  In the front window are three white vases and a toilet (modelled on the gallery toilet) 
smeared in brown and white straining marks that resurrect the immediacy of association with bodily fluids.   
 
At the centre of the room are the Golems, ceramic fardels crafted via tension and pressure. This series of 
anthropomorphic figures whose name is reminiscent of the mythological creatures are interconnected with the video I 
Love My Job 3 shown in the lower ground floor of the gallery.  In I Love My Job 3 the artists create the Golems by taking 
part in an oneiric ritual that seems to unhinge their primordial spirits: they immerge themselves in clay and model it 
using their own bodies as a medium, shifting between sacred and profane, harshness and hilarity. The process of making 
the Golems, manipulating the clay without the usual tools such as their hands,  becomes an ode to the subconscious and 
the spontaneous.  
 
As put by the artists themselves :  “Prosopopoeia questions the meaning of being one and at the same time being four 
and then again fourhundred ,  when fourhundredandone steps in and says “really? Gelitin is like a salad, it grows on a 
field of possibilities, it has leaves. Each member of Gelitin grows over and into eachother like a salad. Sometimes the 
folds are very complex, sometimes simple manifolds. Gelitin meet through work. The works crumble out like earth 
between the leaves. The salad sometimes is blue, sometimes green, sometimes yellow, and sometimes rotten. There is 
not one story told but many. The salad is back into play but ripped apart and tossed around”.  
 
 
 
Gelit in is an artist collective composed of Wolfgang Gantner, Ali Janka, Florian Reither and Tobias Urban. They met 
in 1978 and began to increasingly work together in the coming years, actively exhibiting as a partnership in 1993. They 
live and work in Vienna.  Solo exhibitions include: Cave Show, Ciales, Puerto Rico (2014); Die Tusovka Runde, 
Solyanka VPA, Moscow, RUS (2014); Loch, 21er Haus, Museum of Contemporary Art, Vienna (2013); Stop - Anna Ly 
Sing, Schinkel Pavillon, Berlin, D (2013) ; Ritratto Analitico (performance), Fondazione Nicola Trussardi, Milano, I 
(2013); Gelatin Pavilion - Some Like It Hot, 54th Venice Biennale,Venice, I ( 2011); All or the Just, Teatro Regio, Turin, I 
(2009); La Louvre Paris, Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris (2008); Percutaneos Delight (sexy summer 
evenings), P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, New York (1999).  Gelitin have exhibitied in group shows in prominent 
institutions such as: the Malmö Konsthall in Malmö, the Arsenale in Venice, the Hayward Gallery in London, the 
Centre Pompidou in Paris and the S.M.A.K in Gent. Gelitin represented Austria at the 49th Biennale of Venice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
  

	
  

 
 
 
 
Hard Facts: 
Massimo De Carlo, London 
55 South Audley Street 
London W1K 2QH 
From September 10th, 2015 until October 10th 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00am – 6.00pm 
Opening: Thursday 10th of September 2015 
 
For further information and materials: 
Press Office, Massimo De Carlo 
T. +39 02 70003987 – T. +44 (0) 2072872005 
press@massimodecarlo.com 
www.massimodecarlo.com 


