
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
KAARI UPSON 
HOLE  
 
Massimo De Carlo gallery is proud to present Hole, a new exhibition by the American artist Kaari 
Upson.  In her practice Upson has investigated and reflected upon the notions of propriety and 
displacement, voyeurism and exhibitionism.  
 
The ground floor of the exhibition is intended as a further exploration of a key topic of Upson’s 
work: domesticity.  The works on show are casts of every day household objects such as sofas and 
dustbins: each object has been casts a number of times, and each time it is cast it appearance 
becomes more dishevelled and uncanny.  
By documenting the metamorphosis of these items from familiar domestic objects to unfamiliar 
Upson highlights the connection between object-hood and the life story of each of us viewers, as if 
questioning our journey into decay.  
 
Moreover, transformation is key  in the new body of work presented by Kaari Upson on the lower 
ground floor of the gallery. Here, as in her notorious Larry Project, Upson was drawn to a figure 
which becomes a new vessel and medium that allows her to explore an array of topics.  In this new 
series the artist, through the repetitive depiction, on wallpaper and on canvas, of Angelina Jolie’s 
famous pout investigates bodily changes and femininity: Jolie is intended here as a public persona 
whom embodies the media documented journey from sinner to saint, from bad girl to perfect 
mother and advocate of humanitarian causes.  
 
The sculptures, abstract portraits of Angelina Jolie, touch on a more delicate subject: the holes in the 
boards represent the female organs of Jolie’s that had been speculated about in the media. The 
melancholic emptiness of these holes is requited by the strong metal-like appearance of the 
sculpture itself where the female body reads as a caryatid, sustaining the weight of its own changes.  
 
Hole is an introspective journey into the lives of our bodies and our possession, that each of us can 
relate to: Upson, through her work, questions the journey in itself but also helps us look for the 
difference between the hole and the whole.  
 
 
Hard Facts: 
Massimo De Carlo, London 
55 South Audley Street  
London W1K 2QH  
From May 29th, 2015 until July 18th 2015 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00am – 6.00pm  
 
For further information and materials: 
Press Office, Massimo De Carlo  
T. +39 02 70003987 – T. +44 (0) 2072872005  
press@massimodecarlo.com  
www.massimodecarlo.com 
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