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December 19, 2014 – Anton Kern Gallery is proud to announce Erik van 

Lieshout’s first solo exhibition at the gallery, “I am in heaven.” The 

Rotterdam-based artist presents new drawings and a large-scale sculptural 

installation that doubles as a cinema for viewing his new feature film, 

WORK. Erik van Lieshout, whose background is in painting, is best known today for his confrontational video installations and 

drawings. His work navigates the limits of vulgarity, censorship, and consumer culture, and focuses a humorous, yet critical 

spotlight onto present day social and political realities, as well as our own notions of idealism and political engagement. 
 

Upon entering the gallery the viewer is ushered into a life-size tunnel haphazardly built out of scrap construction materials and 

lined with a patchwork of carpet. This structure stems from Van Lieshout’s film installation presented at the Hermitage 

Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia for 2014’s Manifesta 10, which mimicked the architecture of the museum's cat-populated 

basement and served as a primary site for his research and video documentation. Continuing through the tunnel visitors are 

invited to sit and view the feature film in an intimate cinema setting. 
 

The film, WORK*, fuses together and builds upon footage from two previous projects, The Workers (2013) and The Basement 

(2014), to create a vigorously candid “making of” documentary that investigates the role of the film producer, the 

commissioning institution, and the artist’s relationship to individual ambition and the ego. Van Lieshout struggles to understand 

why people help each other and their communities, and how to manage tensions between his personal life and his artistic 

career. Is it possible for an artist to be modest, to have no ego? Is life following art or is art following life?  
 

The exhibition also features large-scale charcoal and vinyl collages that portray a series of enraged protesters – mouths agape 

in mid roar – participating in recent political demonstrations. These synthetically colored and densely layered scenes, based 

on images collected from newspaper clippings, evoke a sense of immediacy and raw fury that simultaneously reinforce and 

undo their own histories. It is clear that Van Lieshout, as the Dutch art historian Dominic van den Boogerd states, “is not 

concerned with art for the sake of provocation – but with provocation for the sake of art.” 
 

Born in Deurne, The Netherlands in 1968, Erik van Lieshout lives and works in Rotterdam. Previous solo exhibitions include Private View, 
Maureen Paley, 2014; Commission, MMK Museum für Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt, 2012; Erik makes Happy, BAWAG Contemporary, Vienna, 
2011; How Can I Help You, Hayward Gallery Project Space, London, 2011; Im Netz, Ludwig Museum, Cologne, 2009; Homeland Security, 
Projekt am Museumsplatz, Städtische Galerie im Lenbachhaus, Munich, 2007; and Guantánamo Baywatch, Hammer Projects, Hammer 
Museum, UCLA, Los Angeles, 2007. Recent group exhibitions include Basement, Manifesta 10, The European Biennial of Contemporary Art, 
curated by Kasper König, St. Petersburg, 2014, The Crime Was Almost Perfect, Witte de With, Centre for Contemporary Art, Rotterdam, 2014; 
Object and Environment, Galerie W. Baudach, Berlin; Superficial Hygiene, Musem de Hallen Haarlem, Haarlem; Sammlung De 
Leeuwenhoeve, OsthausMuseum, Hagen; PLAY TIME, Biennale d’art contemporain, Les Ateliers de Rennes, Rennes; The Encyclopedic 
Palace, 55th International Art Exhibition, La Biennale di Venezia, Venice, 2013; Manifesta 9, The European Biennial of Contemporary Art, 
Genk, Limburg, 2012; and Melanchtopia, Witte de With, Center for Contemporary Art, Rotterdam, 2011. 
 
*A re-mastered version of this film will become a feature length project supported by The Mondriaan Foundation and the Dutch Film Fund and 
is due for release in early 2015.  The exhibition opens on Thursday, January 15 and will run through Saturday, February 28, 2015. The gallery 
is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am-6 pm. For further information and images, please contact the gallery at (t) 212.367.9663, or email: 
jasmin@antonkerngallery.com.  

 
Upcoming exhibition:  The Painter of Modern Life (March 5 – April 11, 2015) organized by Bob Nickas 
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