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April 19 — May 31, 2014

Opening reception: Friday, April 18, 5 -7 PM

Luhring Augustine is pleased to announce an exhibition of hew work by Tunga. This marks the
artist’s fifth solo exhibition with the gallery and includes sculptures and drawings conceived over
the past few years. For four decades Tunga has created a complex personal mythology through
his integrated and evocative body of work, which includes sculpture, installation, performance,
film, drawing, and writing. His practice is a synthesis of multifarious interests in poetry,
psychology, physics, alchemy, and metaphysics, and is expressed with a distinctive, sensual
and lyrical sensibility.

Following in the tradition of Joseph Beuys’'s ceremonial environments, Tunga relies on a
repeated use of symbolic materials such as crystals, sponges, rubber, wood, bronze, glass
vessels, and ceramics. The tripod is a recurring structural component in his new sculptures,
which incorporate such variety of media and resemble monumental totemic objects from an
enigmatic ritual. Tunga’s new ink drawings made on diaphanous handmade paper address
similar concerns as those developed in his sculptures; each features a continuous line, linking
disparate bodily forms that overlap to create larger anthropomorphic images, which emerge and
recede. For Tunga, the drawings bring to mind “formulas, recipes, concoctions,” and “evoke
scenes from pre-scientific iconography where an image can be translated into an element of
transmutation.” As art historian Michael Asbury has noted, at the heart of Tunga’s practice lies a
“desire to uncover the mystical undercurrents of modernity.”

Born in 1952, Tunga lives and works in Rio de Janeiro and is widely considered one of the
leading Brazilian artists of his generation. He has had numerous solo exhibitions at museums
internationally, and has presented major installations at the Venice Biennale, Documenta X, and
four iterations of the Sao Paulo Biennial, in which he will be featured for a fifth time later this
year. His work is included in the permanent collections of several institutions, including the
Museum of Modern Art, New York; the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid; and
the Moderna Museet, Stockholm. In September 2012 a second major permanent pavilion
dedicated to Tunga opened at the Instituto de Arte Contemporanea Inhotim in Brumadinho,
Brazil. Most recently, Tunga was included in Brasiliana: Installations from 1960 to the Present at
the Schirn Kunsthalle in Frankfurt am Main, and in Imagine Brazil, which originated at the Astrup
Fearnley Museet in Oslo and will be traveling to several institutions throughout Europe, Russia,
and Brazil.

For further information, please contact Donald Johnson Montenegro at 212.206.9100 or
donald@luhringaugustine.com.
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Entrance
One Three, 2014
Iron, steel, bronze, ceramics, leather, and linen
82 5/8 x 39 3/8 x 74 3/4 inches (210 x 100 x 190 cm)
'‘Adéo e Eva', 2014
Ink and cotton on paper
Edition 1/10
From an edition of 10 and 2 artist's proofs
19 5/8 x 19 5/8 inches (50 x 50 cm)
Main Gallery

Eros, 2014

Iron, steel, bronze, plaster, quartz crystals, linen, glass
pearls, glassine paper, and leather

106 1/4 x 78 3/4 x 78 3/4 inches (270 x 200 x 200 cm)

From the Skin, 2014
Iron, steel, leather, ceramics, and cotton paper
70 7/8 x 47 1/4 x 47 1/4 inches (180 x 120 x 120 cm)
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Element S, 2014

Iron, steel, bronze, quartz crystal, plaster, rubber, yellow
guartz crystals, and linen

102 3/8 x 74 3/4 x 74 3/4 inches (260 x 190 x 190 cm)

The Splash of a Drop, 2014
Iron, steel, bronze, plaster, cotton paper, and leather
74 3/4 x 35 3/8 x 35 3/8 inches (190 x 90 x 90 cm)

Na Lua (On the Moon), 2014

Iron, steel, quartz crystal, plaster, bronze, leather, and
resin

78 3/4 x 51 1/8 x 51 1/8 inches (200 x 130 x 130 cm)

Ela, 2014

Iron, steel, bronze, rubber, resin, ceramics, linen, and
leather

114 1/8 x 102 3/8 x 63 inches (290 x 260 x 160 cm)

Elixer, 2014

Iron, steel, ceramics, glass pearls, gum arabic, sea
sponges, and cotton paper

98 3/8 x 39 3/8 x 90 1/2 inches (250 x 100 x 230 cm)
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Aurora, 2014

Iron, steel, bronze, ceramics, plaster, linen, and quartz
crystals

118 1/8 x 98 3/8 x 98 3/8 inches (300 x 250 x 250 cm)

The Bather, 2014
Iron, steel, resin, ceramics, plaster, and cotton paper
86 5/8 x 59 x 59 inches (220 x 150 x 150 cm)

One Three 11, 2014
Iron, steel, rubber, plaster, linen, and leather
82 5/8 x 39 3/8 x 59 inches (210 x 100 x 150 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)
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Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)
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Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on diaphanous Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on diaphanous Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)

Untitled, 2013
Ink on diaphanous Himalayan handmade paper
30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)
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