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Folding-unfolding no longer simply means tension-release, contraction-dilation, but enveloping-developing,
involution-evolution.
—Gilles Deleuze

When | am folding, | am objective and that allows me to lose myself.
—Simon Hantai

Gagosian Paris is pleased to present “PLIAGE / FOLD.” The exhibition will include works by:

Tauba Auerbach Steven Parrino
Davide Balula Jack Pierson

Alain Biltereyst Diogo Pimentdo

Tom Burr Charlotte Posenenske
César Robert Rauschenberg
John Chamberlain Blake Rayne

William Daniels Anselm Reyle

Simon Hantai Dorothea Rockburne
Sheila Hicks Rudolf Stingel

Olaf Holzapfel Tatiana Trouvé

Sol Lewitt Daniel Turner

Piero Manzoni Rachel Whiteread

“PLIAGE / FOLD" brings together artists from different generations who have explored the act of folding as both
concept and formal process. Folding as action, illusion, and symbol has appeared throughout contemporary art
and literature, from Simon Hantai’s literal process of folding the canvas, dousing it in oil paint, then unfolding it to
reveal inadvertent yet lyrical patterns; to Gilles Deleuze’s influential meditation 7he Fold- Leibniz and the
Barogue (1988), in which the world is interpreted as an infinity of surfaces twisting through time and space; to
Tatiana Trouvé’s recent Refoldings sculptures cast from discarded and refolded packing materials.
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For Robert Rauschenberg the act of folding produced Freeway Glut (1986), a muscular assemblage of
manipulated industrial parts; while John Chamberlain worked lightly and in miniature with resin-coated crumpled
paper. Some works involve aleatory processes that transcend artistic control, such as Hantai's Blanc (1974), or
Davide Balula’s canvases that he immersed in soil or in rivers, allowing incidental organic residue to take hold.

Other artists have folded paper, canvas, and other materials to produce new forms in three dimensions. In
Untitled (1971), Sol Lewitt folded unmarked paper to create a minimalist grid; almost forty years later, Tauba
Auerbach lightly sprayed a folded and re-flattened canvas from various angles to produce the impression of
indirectly reflected light (Untitled Fold Painting VJi, 2009). Olaf Holzapfel's Zwei Rdume / Two Rooms (Peach)
(2008), which resembles a thick, neatly folded blanket, turns out to be heated and manipulated Plexiglos.

Finally, there is the role of the sacrificial form in the genesis of the fold: in Untitled (2010), Rudolf Stingel spray-
painted canvas through a layer of wrinkled and creased gauze, then removed it to reveal the resulting imprint;
correspondingly Folded, the title of Rachel Whiteread's cast plaster sculpture of 2004, alludes to the making of
the sacrificial form rather than the final cast object. By inverting the relationship between container and
contained, she renders the nuances of empty space as solid matter. In this exhibition, folding is shown to be an
arterial process through which diverse works literally or symbolically turn in on themselves.

For further information please contact the gallery at paris@gagosian.com or at +33.1.75.00.05.92. All images are
subject to copyright. Gallery approval must be granted prior to reproduction.
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Please join the conversation with Gagosian Gallery on Twitter (@GagosianParis), Facebook (@GagosianGallery),
Google+ (@Gagosian Gallery), Instagram (@gagosiangallery), and Tumblr (@GagosianGallery) via the hashtag
#PliageFold.

Image: RUDOLF STINGEL, Untitled, 2010 (detail), oil and enamel on canvas, 78 3/4 x 63 inches (200 x 160 cm)

Gagosian Gallery was established in 1980 by Larry Gagosian.
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