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The future paled and the past dissolved
300,000 times green

multitone, shocking, discordant

Strong willed.

Very, very, Vvery

Anyone can not only modify but also invent..

- Never Uses Manifesto (2013)

Kate MacGarry 1s pleased to announce Never Uses, Josh Blackwell’s
fourth solo exhibition at the gallery. Blackwell has created an
installation from his series Plastic Baskets: found plastic bags
embroidered with wool, silk and paper. The bags’ brightly coloured
forms will cascade across the main wall of the gallery and onto a
casual mural painted 1in situ. The Dbags are suggestive of tribal
masks, body parts and amateur maps. A heap of discarded bags sits on
the gallery floor, just as they are in Blackwell’s studio, waiting to
be transformed and repurposed.

Blackwell began this series of works during a residency at the
Delfina Foundation in London in 2005. Exploring the overlaps between
convenience, redundancy, and excess, Blackwell transforms the
ultimate disposable object, the plastic bag, into something precious,
elegantly crafted and obsessively detailed. The bags are collected by
the artist as he finds them in New York City, and are accepted in
their degraded form. They undergo various processes of alteration,
from simple to elaborate, small to large and low key to highly
coloured, in the artist’s quest to make something very ordinary into
something extraordinary.
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