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Press Announcement

Thomas Demand is known for his photographs of meticulous paper models that
reconstruct scenes charged with historical, political and cultural significance, as well
as everyday moments. On the occasion of Gallery Weekend Berlin, Monika Spriith and
Philomene Magers are pleased to present a solo exhibition of new works by Demand.
In 2025, Demand began working with a new technique, creating smaller-scale images
printed on copper. The material has deep roots in art history: used as a “canvas”
during the Renaissance, it later served as the support for some of the earliest
photographs printed on silver-plated copper sheets, extending its significance into the
history of photography.

The first of these new images, Klee (2025), shows a close-up of a patch of clover,
where the occasional four-leafed variant —a symbol of luck — can be found among the
paper plants. Money (2025) is based on a still from the bizarre Al-generated video
Donald Trump posted in early 2025, representing his “Gaza Riviera” plan. Init, a
character resembling billionaire Elon Musk flings banknotes into the air against a
sunset-lit sky, an image Demand distils and rebuilds in paper, collapsing digital artifice
back into physical material. Through his constructed worlds, the artist interrogates the
paradoxes of perception, probing how we read our surroundings, how we remember
them, and the ways we are influenced and manipulated. Whether capturing nature’s
chance arrangements or Al's dystopian visions, Demand’s work deftly navigates the
space between sculpture and photography, illusion and image, and reality and
interpretation.

Thomas Demand (*1964, Munich) lives and works in Berlin. Demand was the subject of
a major touring retrospective, The Stutter of History, which has been exhibited at
Taipei Fine Arts Museum (2025), Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (2024), Jeu de
Paume, Paris (2023), Israel Museum, Jerusalem (2023-24), and UCCA Edge, Shanghai
(2022). Other selected solo exhibitions include Museum of Contemporary Art, Toronto
(2022), Centro Botin, Santander, Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow (both
2021), Fondazione Prada, Venice (2017, 2007), Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth
(2016), Los Angeles County Museum of Art (2015), Museum of Contemporary Art,
Tokyo (2012), Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin (2009), Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg
(2008), Serpentine Gallery, London (2006), Museum of Modern Art, New York (2005),
Kunsthaus Bregenz (2004), Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebask (2003), and
Castello di Rivoli, Turin (2002). He represented Germany at the 26th Sao Paulo
Biennale in Brazil in 2004.
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