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Slewe Gallery is pleased to announce a duo exhibition featuring work by Kees Smits and Piet 
Dieleman. Both artists work in the tradition of fundamental painting and made a name for 
themselves in the 1980s at Galerie Van Krimpen in Amsterdam. 
 
Smits, originally from Zeeland, has lived and worked in Amsterdam since his student days. He 
creates large-scale installations with multiple geometric abstract panels that depict the flat Dutch 
landscape from different perspectives. Dieleman, also born in Zeeland, lives and works in 
Middelburg. His abstract geometric paintings focus on the six colors of the spectrum, as well as 
the corresponding scale in gray tones. He also creates graphic work on paper with prints of 
plants from nature. 
 
In this exhibition, Smits, now eighty years old, presents his new polyptychs in which the motif of 
letters and punctuation marks plays a more prominent role, reflecting his love of experimental 
and typographic poetry. Dieleman will show a large diptych from his 'Spectrum' series and a 
group of new prints of plants from his 'Herbarium' series. 
 
Kees Smits (born 1945, Kortgene) rose to prominence in 1975 with his participation in the 
Fundamental Painting exhibition at the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam. In 1990, he held a 
retrospective of fifteen years' work at the Centraal Museum, for which he was awarded the 
Sandberg Prize. His work is held by various museum collections, including the Stedelijk Museum 
Amsterdam, Centraal Museum Utrecht, and Schunck Museum Heerlen. Smits has exhibited 
regularly at Slewe Gallery since the gallery's start in 1994. 
 
Piet Dieleman (born 1956, Arnemuiden) studied at the Academy of Fine Arts Rotterdam. He has 
exhibited at various venues including the Vleeshal in Middelburg and the Muhka Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Antwerp. His work is held in various public collections, including the 
Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum, the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam, the Kunstmuseum The 
Hague, the Van Bommel-van Dam Museum, the Groninger Museum, the Dordrechts Museum, 
MUKHA Antwerp, the Zeeuws Museum, as well as the Bouwfonds, ABN AMRO, and AMC.  
Piet Dieleman is exhibiting for the first time at Slewe Gallery. 
 
Image left: Piet Dieleman's studio in Middelburg; and image (right): Kees Smits' studio in Amsterdam 
 


