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MONICA DE CARDENAS

Monica De Cardenas is pleased to announce an exhibition of recent works by Thomas
Huber at the gallery in Zuoz.

Swiss artist Thomas Huber, known for his conceptual, edge-of-reality paintings of interiors
and imaginary architectural structures, has long been based in Berlin, but since a couple of
years has felt the need to return to the landscapes of his youth, taking a home on the
Italian/Swiss border near Cannobio on the Lago Maggiore.

The spectacular views of the lake from his house form the inspiration for the paintings
in the exhibition. Like a sort of visual diary, the works explore the potentially endless
variations on the same landscape, in which the mountains, water, sky and light are
traversed by the rhythm of the seasons and the changes of weather and light. A
celebration of nature and the beauty and simplicity of the landscape, the paintings in this
series represent an important new direction in Huber’s work: while retaining the vivid
colors and well-defined shapes typical of his art, the large oils and watercolors in the
show herald a significant departure from his previous practice. Built space and illusionary
architectural forms make way for wide open spaces and the powerful presence of the
lake, captured from a specific angle and at specific times. Many of the paintings are
titled with their date of creation in the title, revealing the artist's precise, almost
scientific approach. This body of work thus takes up the idea of the series, which boasts
many illustrious precedents in the history of art, such as those by Claude Monet, Paul
Cézanne and Ferdinand Hodler.

Zurich-born Thomas Huber, who comes from a family of architects, studied at the
Kunstgewerbeschule in Basel from 1977 to 1978, before continuing his training at the Royal
College of Art in London in 1979 and the Staatliche Kunstakademie in Dusseldorf from 1980
to 1983.

In 1984 Kasper Konig invited him to Diisseldorf, to take part in the group show Von hier aus
(From here on), which brought him international recognition. Since then, his works have been
exhibited in major international institutions and museums such as Centre Pompidou in Paris
(1988), Kunsthaus in Zurich (1993), Fundacidén Joan Mird in Barcelona (2002), Museum
Boijmans Van Beuningen in Rotterdam (2004), Aargauer Kunsthaus in Aarau (2004), MAMCO
in Geneva (2012), Kunstmuseum in Bonn (2016), and MONA in Hobart (2017) and MASI in
Lugano (2024). From 1992 to 1999 he taught at the Hochschule fiir Bildende Kiinste in
Braunschweig, and in 1992 he became temporary director of the Centraal Museum in
Utrecht. From 2000 to 2002 he was president of the Deutscher Kiinstlerbund.

He has received numerous awards, including the Kiefer Hablitzel prize (1984), the Zurich
Kunstgesellschaft prize for young Swiss artists (1993), the Heitland Foundation prize (2004) and
the Meret Oppenheim Prize (2013). In 2023 his project Dawn /Dusk was selected for the Art
Unlimited section of Art Basel.
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