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Modern Art’s second exhibition of Karlo Kacharava features previously unseen drawings from his sketchbooks,
created between 1991 and 1992, alongside paintings from 1988 to 1993. The show, titled Sometimes Ballerina,
Sometimes Priest, in Reality, a Murderer, quotes the artist himself having been scrawled on one of his drawings.
This exhibition provides a glimpse into Kacharava’s automatic writing approach to the artistic process, seamlessly
intertwining text and visual elements. Recurring phrases written in Georgian, such as “Dreams of Mzhavanadze” -
a reference to Vasil Mzhavanadze, the first secretary of Georgia’s communist party from 1953 to 1972 - reflect his
wry sense of humour and the chaotic information consumption. Alongside these Georgian phrases, Kacharava
references German Neo-expressionist painter Helmut Middendorf, as well as James Ensor, Francesco Clemente,
and Norwegian writer and journalist lvar Enoksen among others.

In addition to the drawings, the exhibition presents paintings from 1992, including Poet who Burned his Poems and
a series of portrait drawings. These works show Karlo Kacharava'’s curiosity and exploration of diverse characters,
captured through their poses and facial expressions, which he later integrates in his paintings. While each drawing
is striking in its own right, the piece titled Anarchist’s Dream with its evocative text inscribed above the figures,
stands out particularly. This drawing when compared to its corresponding painting reveals that none of the figures
from the sketch appear in the final painting, which has an intriguing mix of texts in French, Georgian and German.
These multilingual element adds a layer of complexity, suggesting a dialogue between different cultures and ideas.

There are also several drawings that serve as preliminary sketches for the painting Train Station. Despite the fact
that the painting was never realised, these sketches offer insight into Karlo Kacharava’s creative process. They
illustrate his exploration of themes and compositions that never fully materialised, showing us the artist’s
willingness to experiment. These pieces are inspiring documentations of the evolution of his ideas, making the
viewers consider the connections between intention, creation, and the final work of art.

- Irena Popiashvili, Curator, Karlo Kacharava Estate, Tbilisi

A cult figure in Germany and throughout the Caucasus, Karlo Kacharava (b. 1964, Samtredia — d. 1994, Tbilisi) was
a fixture of Georgian artistic and intellectual circles before his untimely death from a sudden brain aneurysm at the
age of thirty. From 1981 to 1986, he studied art history at the Tbilisi State Academy of Arts, afterwards joining the
Chubinashvili Institute of the History of Georgian Art as a researcher. Alongside and between his visual art and
activities with Thilisi’s Tenth Floor Group, he produced numerous works of poetry and critical theory. In 1990, he
left the USSR for the first time, relocating briefly to Cologne. During his lifetime, Kacharava participated in up to 40
exhibitions. In 1997, he was posthumously awarded the Giorgi Chubinashvili State Prize for his contribution to
Georgian art history. In 2017, a major retrospective was organised by Irena Popiashvili at the Georgian National
Museum. Kacharava’s works are held in collections including; the Georgian National Museum, Thilisi; He Art
Museum, Shunde; Kolodzei Art Foundation, Highland Park; MARe/ Muzeul de Arta Recenta, Bucharest; The
Rachofsky Collection, Dallas and Tate, London. In December 2023, S.M.A.K Ghent mounted the first museum
exhibition of Kacharava’s work outside of Georgia.

For more information, please contact Saskia Hartman Davies (saskia@modernart.net).
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Ground Floor

Untitled, 1992 Elton John, 1992
oil on canvas gouache on paper
42 x 32 cm 4 l" paper size:
161/2x125/8in L% 20.8 x 28.5cm
(MA-KACHK-00265) 81/4x111/4in

(MA-KACHK-00555)

Portrait, 1990 Romantismus, 1990

oil on cardboard ' watercolour and pen on paper
60.5 x 44 cm ;?A‘ 1 paper size:

237/8 x17 3/8in ﬁ\iﬁ 28.5x20.8cm

(MA-KACHK-00040) - 111/4x81/4in

(MA-KACHK-00573)

Maybe Ballerina, Maybe Priest, H. Midendorf, 1990
STl 1990 e watercolour and pen on paper
2 :‘ pen on paper [ paper size:
4‘ paper size: ﬁ 28.5 x 20.8 cm
20.8 x 28.5cm o 111/4x81/4in
81/4x111/4in (MA-KACHK-00574)

(MA-KACHK-00567)

Untitled, 1988 Fur James Ensor, 1990

oil on canvas = watercolour and pen on paper
475 x 37.6 cm Tl paper size:

18 3/4 x14 3/4in s 28.5x20.8cm
(MA-KACHK-00390) - 111/4x81/4in

(MA-KACHK-00571)

Longo, 1990 Chola Lomtatidze, 1990
o pen on paper e @ watercolour on paper
5 paper size: h‘,j:f paper size:
| 28.5x20.8 cm N 28.5x20.8 cm
: 111/4x81/4in 111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00569) (MA-KACHK-00572)

King Crimson, 1990
pen on paper

paper size:
28.5x20.8cm
111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00570)

Poet who Burned his Poems, 1992
oil on canvas

40.5x30cm

16 x 113/4in
(MA-KACHK-00046)
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Sentimental Traveller, 1992 Third International, 1993
acrylic on canvas watercolour on paper
124.5 x 104 cm paper size:

491/4 x 4in = 30.5x21.5cm
(MA-KACHK-00004) o 12x81/2in

(MA-KACHK-00547)

Train Station- Sara, 1992
gouache and pen on paper

Anarchist's Dream, 1992
tempera on canvas

o o paper size: 103.3 x 103 cm
L il 20.8 x 285 cm 40 3/4x 40 1/2in

81/4x111/4in
(MA-KACHK-00556)

(MA-KACHK-00002)

Train Station, 1992
pen on paper

paper size:

20.8 x 28.5cm

81/4 x111/4in
(MA-KACHK-00557)
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Untitled, 1982

oil on canvas

48 x 47.5 cm

18 7/8 x18 3/4in
(MA-KACHK-00401)

Poet who Burned his Poems, 1992
oil on canvas

52.2x30.2cm

201/2x12in
(MA-KACHK-00027)

Pink Portrait, 1990
gouache on paper
paper size:
28.5x20.8 cm
111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00545)

Sketchbook drawing 2,1990
gouache on paper

paper size:

28.5x20.8 cm
111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00541)

Red Beret Portrait, 1990
gouache on paper
paper size:

28.5x20.8 cm
111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00544)

Blue Portrait, 1990
gouache on paper
paper size:
28.5x20.8 cm
111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00546)

Winter Herbst, 1990
gouache on paper
paper size:
28.5x20.8 cm
111/4x81/4in
(MA-KACHK-00548)

Anarchist’s Dream, 1990
pen on paper

paper size:

20.8 x 28.5cm
81/4x111/4in
(MA-KACHK-00568)



