Keteleer Gallery at Tokyo Gendai 2025

Joélle Dubois — Clara Spilliaert — Floris Van Look

For its second participation in Tokyo Gendai, Keteleer Gallery presents a carefully curated exhibition featuring three
emerging artists: Joélle Dubois, Clara Spilliaert, and Floris Van Look. Although their mediums and approaches differ, they
share a profound capacity to bridge personal experience with broader universal themes. Together, they offer an
exploration of the contemporary human condition, addressing relationships between self, society, and the natural world,
all through distinctive yet interconnected visual languages.

Joélle Dubois (b. 1990, Ghent, BE) unapologetically delves into the personal to reflect societal truths. Through her
vibrant and colourful paintings, she captures contemporary concerns—femininity, sexuality, fertility—yet always with a
sense of immediacy and intimacy. In her recent works inspired by her mother’s Alzheimer’s, she explores themes such as
loss, grief, memory, and love. With intimate images ranging from self-portraits to tender scenes with her mother, she
unfolds a poetic reflection on connection, identity, and healing. At Tokyo Gendai she unveils her first-ever figurative
sculptures. These powerful sculptural self-portraits, Catharsis, expand on the deeply personal and psychologically charged
themes. They are presented alongside three new paintings on panel and six works on paper from the gripping series
Mourning in Forgetfulness. On September 6, her solo exhibition Rekindling opened at Be-Part (Kortrijk, BE), where she
premiered her first video work. A new monograph, published by Hannibal Books, accompanies this landmark show.

Belgian-Japanese artist, Clara Spilliaert’s (b. 1993, Tokyo, JP) work hovers between fragility and intensity, echoing a
cross-cultural heritage that shapes her creative voice. Spilliaert weaves mythological narratives, historical reflections, and
elements of nature into her artistic practice. Her pieces delve into the human relationships with their bodies and their
environment, building new storylines where the lives of humans, animals, and plants intertwine. Anticipating her solo
exhibition in Japan in 2026 at ShugoArts, Clara Spilliaert presents four new (groups of) works. Striemen Vogel, a ceramic
sculpture imprinted with postpartum stretch marks, and Mais Anus, a series of ceramic tiles exploring the body’s
connection to agriculture through corn and manure. Listen Well Explained, showcases plaster reliefs linked to a recent
permanent public art installation on gender inequality in healthcare. Feeding, an intimate triptych of drawings reflects
further on breastfeeding and sisterhood. Each vividly reflects Spilliaert's most recent interests.

Floris Van Look’s (b. 1990, Wilrijk, BE) paintings are a journey into the imagination, where humour, fantasy, and history
collide. His intricate, layered compositions combine figures, symbols, and familiar motifs from art history, literature, and
mythology, set within surreal, dreamlike environments. Van Look’s paintings transcend traditional figuration, prioritizing
the painterly process itself to create a visual language that blurs the lines between the familiar and the fantastic. By blending
recognizable elements of contemporary life with bizarre or mythic counterparts, he conjures a world where
contemplation, intuition, and the act of painting reign supreme. For Tokyo Gendai Floris Van Look, whose first
monographic publication was recently released, contributes a vibrant new series of Bouquet works, ranging from a large-
scale canvas such as Symbiotic Bouquet (afterstudy) to smaller, experimental variations that merge oil paint, pastel, collage,
and even paper towels.

Art Collaboration Kyoto (ACK)

Keteleer Gallery is pleased to announce its participation in Art Collaboration Kyoto, Nov 14-16 2025. The gallery has
been invited by ShugoArts (JP) as part of the "Gallery Collaborations" section of the fair. Hope to welcome you there
too!
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