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Martin Wickstrom’s art is situated at the intersection between past and present, private and
collective. His kaleidoscopic imagery juxtaposes unexpected elements: arctic avens in timeless
alpine scenery appear side by side with barrel fires in 1980s Harlem, and American Pop Art
emblems are interspersed among wistful childhood memories of growing up in the safe arms
of Sweden’s folkhemmet during the 1960s. Wickstrom mixes disparate decades and
geographies, intermixing images of the French Alps with scenes from the United States,
Sweden and Kyoto. His paintings engage in close scrutiny of quotidian drama wherever it

unfolds, whether in family dynamics or in the international political arena.

Wickstrom combines a variety of elements in his work: documentary photography, everyday
objects and emotional memories. He finds and highlights beauty in architecture and design.
His paintings have a diary-like quality — they are like carefully assembled visual notebooks that
reward the viewer with their depth and nuance. Their multidimensionality is also challenging;
the non-linear narrative plays with various parallels and associations, hinting at a bigger
picture behind everything. Wickstrém’s paintings are characterized by their photorealistic
precision and rootedness in tangible reality, yet they also evoke the fleeting, fragmented

nature of moments that have become obscured by unreliable memories.

Wickstrom bases his paintings on photographs, collected images and digital experimentation
with various combinations before he begins to paint. He draws inspiration from everyday life
and personal experiences, from everything he sees, records and feels, and from everything
that is happening around him in the world. His guiding motto is the text found on French road
signs at the entrance of tunnels: “allumez vos feux,” or “turn on your lights,” which the artist

poetically interprets as a call to action.

Martin Wickstrom (b. 1957) studied at the Gerlesborg School of Fine Art and the Royal Swedish
Academy of Fine Arts in Stockholm. He has exhibited widely around the world and his work is
held in many prestigious collections, including Moderna Museet, EMMA — Espoo Museum of

Modern Art and the art museums of Gothenburg, Skévde and Norrkdping.
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