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Julije Knifer

(born in 1924 in Osijek, Croatia; died in 2004 in Paris)

Julije Knifer is widely recognized today as one of the most prominent Croatian painters of the 20th century. He
was one of the founding members of the 1960s Croatian avant-garde group Gorgona. His oeuvre focuses on the
exploration of a single form—the meander—which began in the late 1950s and later became the central point of his
artistic production.

Julije Knifer’s works are held in major institutional collections worldwide, including Tate, MoMA New York, and
Centre Pompidou, among others.

Kumi Sugai

(born in 1919 in Kobe, Japan; died in 1996)

Kumi Sugai is a prominent figure in post-war Japanese abstract painting. After working as a graphic designer in the
advertising department of Hankyu Railway, he moved to Paris in 1952. Renowned for his fascination with speed,
he transformed forms and movements inspired by cars, velocity, roads, and road signs into abstract art. In his later
years, he concentrated on paintings that evoke the curves of roads, which also serve as a motif for the letter “S,”
representing his initials.

Kumi Sugai’s works are also part of esteemed institutional collections worldwide, including the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum in New York, MoMA New York, the Centre Pompidou, and The National Museum of
Modern Art, Tokyo, among others.
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Opening on Saturday April 12, from 5 to 8 pm.

galerie frank elbaz in collaboration with the Nantenshi Gallery and with the support of
Warehouse TERRADA.

This exhibition was conceived under the guidance of Kenjiro Okazaki. Booklet published in
conjunction with the exhibition will include an essay by art critic Ryo Sawayama.

Large-scale mural painting by Julije Knifer will be installed by Stéphane Henry at the entrance
to TERRADA ART COMPLEX II.

TERRADA ART COMPLEX | BONDED GALLERY 4F
1 Chome-32-8 Higashishinagawa

Shinagawa City, Tokyo

140-0002, Japan

Opening hours :
Tuesday - Saturday: 12 PM - 6 PM
And by appointment : jana@galeriefrankelbaz.com

+33 (0)6 71 87 49 04
L0
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Julije Knifer
Composition 13, 1959
Oil on canvas

67,3 x 98,3 cm (26 1/2 x 38 3/4 in.)
(19593601)
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Julije Knifer
Untitled, 1961
Oil on canvas

47 x 68 cm (18 1/2 x 26 3/4 in.)
(19612983)
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Julije Knifer
Untitled, 1969
Acrylic on canvas

40 x 55 cm (153/4 x 21 5/8 in.)
(19691687)
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Julije Knifer
SPVIIl 4, 1973
Acrylic on canvas

100 x 100 cm (39 3/8 x 39 3/8 in.)
(19731901)
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Julije Knifer

Untitled, 2001

Acrylic on canvas

140 x 140 cm (55 1/8 x 55 1/8 in.)
(19971999630)
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Julije Knifer
AP 52,2004
Acrylic on canvas

120 x 120 cm (47 1/4 x 47 1/4 in.)
(20042121)
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Julije Knifer

19.X1.-24X1. 4.XI11.-9.XIl 14.X11.-24. X1l 27.X11-31.X11.81 9.1-12.1.82, 1981-1982
Graphite on paper

65 x50cm (255/8 x 19 5/8 in.)

(19811982774)



Untitled (first executed at Student’s Center Entrance Hall, Zagreb, Croatia, 1979), Peter Freeman, Inc., New York, 1979 / 2024
A mural work is available by commission and is adapted to the site.
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Julije Knifer

Untitled, 1970-1974

Collage on paper

Mx11,4cm (43/8x41/2in.)
(197019743461)
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Kumi Sugai

ROUGE DE CADMIUM 27-28, 1994
Acrylic on canvas

250 x 264 cm

98 3/8 x 104 in.

(SK2)
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Kumi Sugai
SEPTEMBRE, 1987
Acrylic on canvas
197 x 197 cm

77 1/2x77 1/2in.
(SK3)
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Kumi Sugai
ROUGE DE CADMIUM 2, 1993

Acrylic on canvas
725 x41.5cm (28 1/2 x 16 3/8 in.)
(SK9)
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Kumi Sugai
FESTIVAL XX, 1974

Oil on canvas

79.5 x 48.5 cm
311/4x19 1/8 in.
(SK1)
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The exhibition was conceived under the guidance of Kenjiro Okazaki. Presented in collaboration with Nantenshi
Gallery, it showcases two avant-garde abstract painters: Julije Knifer and Kumi Sugai.

Born in Croatia in 1924, Knifer is known for his repeated depiction of motifs called “Meander,” which he rendered
almost exclusively in black and white throughout his life. He was also a member of the Croatian avant-garde

art group “Gorgona.” Sugai, born in 1919, initially worked as a commercial designer before moving to Paris to
pursue a career as a painter. In the 1960s, both Knifer and Sugai began creating geometric abstract paintings
characterized by clear color planes and structural elements.

Knifer’s abstract paintings feature discontinuous lines based on the “Meander”, while Sugai used the letter “S"—
also his initial—as a central motif. The motifs in their paintings, emerging from an exploration of simplified elements
and visual intensity, relate to infrastructure such as roads and tubular systems, functioning as symbols in public
spaces. This connection highlights the resonance between mega-structures like architecture and urban planning and
the realm of abstract painting.

This exhibition reveals the resonance of the two painters, both of whom developed meandering passages and
discontinuous lines during the transformative era of avant-garde art in the 1960s and 70s. When viewed through
the lens of the politics of form, the works of Knifer and Sugai reveal significant commonalities.

This marks the first ime Knifer’s work will be exhibited in Japan. Additionally, a booklet published in conjunction
with the exhibition will include an essay by art critic Ryo Sawayama, re-evaluating the resonant relationship
between the two artists’ works through the lenses of continuity and disjunction, the visualization of processes, and
visual intensity, while exploring their contemporary significance.
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