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Gagosian Presents New Works by Taryn Simon in New York

Featuring Photographs and a Participatory Sculpture, Exhibition Opens on March 20
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NEW YORK, February 20, 2025—Gagosian is pleased to announce an exhibition of new works by
Taryn Simon. Opening on March 20 at Park & 75, New York, it includes an interactive sculpture and
a group of photographs that take an archaeological view of public attention and politics.

Kleroterion (2024) is a cast resin sculpture that functions as both a game and a model of governance.
Named after a device developed during the era of democracy in ancient Athens (c. 460-c. 322 BCE),
the work invites individuals to assemble in groups of five and determine what power the game’s
winner will be granted. Each participant inserts a colored chip into an empty slot, and a hand crank
sets in motion a weighted set of balls that travel through the machine and knock out all but one chip,
employing chance to determine a victor.

According to historical accounts and surviving artifacts, the kleroterion was used to select male citizens
for civic offices. Conducted in plain view of the public, this randomized lottery was a primary aspect of
the Athenian system of direct democracy, rather than elections, which were thought to be corruptible.


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/631408a1b2240877a45b92/

Commissioned by Storm King Art Center in New Windsor, New York, Simon’s reimagined Kleroterion
was first exhibited in the fall of 2024 in advance of the US presidential election.

Accompanying Kleroterion is a collection of photographs from a developing body of work. Traveling
across the United States, Simon followed the political vapor trail of the 2024 presidential campaigns
in pursuit of flash points that captured the nation’s attention. Rendered as fragments, these images
memorialize the stagecraft of collective distraction.

Presented in colored, nested frames designed by the artist, the photographs (all 2024) depict Miss
Sassy, a cat whose owner reportedly told police that her pet had been eaten by Haitian migrants
before it was found in her basement; a bleacher-like formation of fries from the McDonald’s where
the Republican candidate staged a viral photo op, set atop a saturated field of red; Representative
Jasmine Crockett’s eyelashes, the accessory that sparked a verbal altercation with Representative
Marjorie Taylor Greene during a congressional hearing; a lone SpaceX rocket in mid-ascent, its
thrusters illuminating the night sky and the shimmering waters below. Eerie, lyrical, and seductive,
Simon’s pictures radiate beyond the present.

Taryn Simon was born in 1975 in New York, where she currently lives and works. Collections include
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Los
Angeles County Museum of Art; Tate Modern, London; and Centre Pompidou, Paris. Exhibitions
include Az Occupation of Loss, Park Avenue Armory, New York (2016); An American Index of the
Hidden and Unfamiliar, Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebaek, Denmark (2021); Tke Pipes,
MASS MoCA, North Adams, MA (2021); and Human Brains: It Begins with an Idea, Fondazione Prada,
Venice (2022). Monographs include Thke Innocents (2003), An American Index of the Hidden and
Unfamiliar (2007), Contraband (2010), A Living Man Declared Dead and Other Chapters [-XVIII (2012),
Field Guide to Birds of the West Indies (2015), Paperwork and the Will of Capital (2016), An Occupation of
Loss (2017), and The Color of a Flea’s Eye: The Picture Collection (2020).

#TarynSimon
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Opening reception: Thursday, March 20, 6-8pm
March 20-April 26, 2025

Park & 75, 821 Park Avenue, New York
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