
Christine Borland’s series of 3 films The Distaff Dialogues - Flax Grower, Flax Spinner and Flax 
Weaver 2023, evokes both historical and future-facing lore embedded in the land within the act 
of growing and the hand-working of textiles; they capture the physical movements of the artist 
(re)enacting these archaic processes, accompanied by the soundtrack of dialogue between the 
artist and her daughter, Grace Borland Sinclair. The films collective title, The Distaff Dialogues 



refers both to the iconic, usual cone-shaped tool used by flax-spinners to secure fibers, the 
term comes from their mother’s line of familial descent – ‘the distaff side’ as opposed to the 
male ‘spear side’ A personal, political, and imaginative exchange exploring knowledge 
inheritance emerges, drawn from the captured motions of a female body undertaking textile -
related labour at the edge of her limitations. 

Artwork title: The Distaff Dialogues 2024
Subtitle (for each film) Flax Grower, Flax Spinner, Flax Weaver
Artist: Christine Borland
Narrated Dialogue written and performed by Christine Borland & Grace Borland Sinclair
Details: 3 x 12 minute films, total 36 min, looped. 
Motion-captured, 3D visualization, CGI and editing by John Butler

In gallery two Michele Fletcher presents a large four paneled polyptych painting.  Improv; Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, Winter is a group of paintings inspired by Corot's polyptych which hangs in The 
National Gallery, London. Also a four panel work, similarly each measuring 140 x 70 cm. Recorded as 
being painted as a reaction to the changing light of a single day. Fletcher describes moving studios during 
a cold and dismal February to a damp and dark space that echoed the season. Moving from her small, 
light and warm garden studio to this new larger building resulted in the making of Improv, it is both a 
reaction to the move and a lament as the seasons shift and change the way we think about time and how 
we read and respond to our surroundings during moments of change.

‘There is a rich history of artists exploring the motif of the four seasons. I was particularly drawn to Cy 
Twombly and Joan Mitchell's abstract interpretations. The paintings have their own rhythm in time, both in 
the making and movement from panel to panel’

Michele Fletcher 

Improv, Spring, Summer, Autumn & Winter
oil on panel
140 x 70 cm each panel




