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LOIS WEINBERGER at TOKYO GENDAI

Keteleer Gallery (Antwerp, Belgium) is delighted to present its first participation at Tokyo Gendai. The
presentation consists of a dedicated and historic solo project focusing on the groundbreaking work of late
Austrian artist Lois Weinberger (1940-2020, AT).

Weinberger’s ethno-poetic works, originating in the 1970s, form the foundation of his decades-long exploration
of natural and man-made spaces. His emphasis on ruderal plants, commonly termed as "weeds," serves as both
the subject and medium for his artistic expressions. The artist's poetic-political network redirects our attention
to marginal zones and challenges hierarchical structures in various contexts. For its debut at Tokyo Gendai,
Keteleer Gallery will highlight Lois Weinberger’s “Herbarium”, made on Ajishima-Island in 2019. In conjunction
with a series of historical sculptures, photographic works, drawings and paintings the presentation will entail a
visual representation that captures Weinberger's exceptional ideas and methodologies.

Lois Weinberger had multiple exhibitions and projects in Japan during his career. The latest was a retrospective,
"Visible Nature/Invisible Nature", at WATARI-UM Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo in 2019, one year
before the artist passed away. During this visit VWeinberger created a series of works which were never shown
before. These will now return to Japan and be the central focus of the presentation at Tokyo Gendai. Moreover,
his participation in the REBORN ART FESTIVAL 2019 on Ajishima-Island, Miyagi Prefecture, signifies a meaningful
engagement with Japanese curators Etsuko Watari and Koichi Watari. This year, Lois Weinberger was part of
the exhibition Perfect Camouflage | want to be ART as one of the 11 artists from the WATARI-UM collection.

Highlights in Lois Weinberger’s long artistic career include his participation in the Bienal de Sao Paulo in 1991,
his contribution to documenta X in 1997 where he planted neophytes from southern and south-eastern Europe
on a 100 m stretch of railroad track, which became an internationally acclaimed metaphor for modern-day
migration processes. Since 2015 this work is getting renewed and will stay in Kassel permanently.

Weinberger exhibited in WATARI — UM Museum of Contemporary Art (1999 & 2019); SMAK, Ghent (BE) in
2005 and Nagoya City Art Museum in 2005. In 2009, Weinberger was invited for the Austrian Pavilion at the
Venice Biennial and in 2017 for documenta 14 in Athens and Kassel. In 2021, a year after the artist passed away,
the Belvedere Museum presented a retrospective of his oeuvre.
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