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Almine �ech New York is �leased to anno�nce Averno, Sasha Ferr�Ħs second 
solo e�hisition with the xallery, on view wrom �an�ary 19 to �arch 2, 2024.

I am tired of having hands 
she said 
I want wings 

ē
o�ise �lÓck 

�e are havinx a tele�hone conversation across �aris and 
ondon, talkinx 
aso�t a show that will take �lace in New York in a wew monthsć time. ��rinx 
the call, Sasha Ferr� tells me that the e�hisition will se called �verno. The 
term so�nds ancient and �editerranean, �rosasly �reek or 
atin. 
t carries 
with it sea salt, cicadas chor�sinx �nder the awternoon s�n, and warm 
s�mmer nixhts. 
 do not know its e�act meaninx so 
 askēĈ�hy �vernoĄĉēan 
e��ression ow c�riosity that 
 ho�e does not setray my ixnorance. ĈThe Averno 
marks the entrance to the �nderworld,ĉ she says, Ĉit is a liminal s�ace, inā
setween worlds.ĉ 

The real Averno e�ists. 
ake Avern�s is a volcanic crater located in the rexion 
ow Na�les that selonxs to the same volcanic arc ow the �es�vi�s, the volcano 
whose e��losion immortali�ed the towns ow �om�eii and 	erc�lane�m. 
t was 
the �oman a�thor �irxil, in his e�ic �oem �eneid, who descrised the Averno as 
the entrance ow the �nderworld. 
t is an a��ro�riate name wor an e�hisition 
that ha��ens �nderxro�nd. 
t enhances the comwort and mystery associated 
to itēthe ��ietness and silence, the �ossisility ow creatinx and controllinx an 
environment that e�ists within and wor itselw, a sort ow woms that weels like a 
sawe, �nknown, and timeless s�ace. 

��t there is more than a mere s�atial all�sion in this rewerence. Underxro�nd 
environments are im�ortant �ones ow creativity. 
n nat�re, the �nderstoryē
the �nderlyinx layer ow vexetation that xrows setween the cano�y and wloor ow 
a wooded areaēowwers a cr�cial layer ow inc�sation, xrowth, and stasility wor 
the whole ecoloxy ow a worest. 
t is a territory ow invention, coo�eration, and 
�ersistence. 
n the arts, many movements were called �nderxro�nd seca�se 
ow their radical, inde�endent, and orixinal worms ow e��ression, which owten 
challenxed dominant c�lt�res and ideoloxies. 

The �nderworld that the Averno ow Ferr�ćs e�hisition leads to is also the haven 
ow the syxone so�ls. 
t echoes 
o�ise �lÓckćs com�ilation ow dark and 
noct�rnal �oems xathered in the sook that sears the same name, �verno 
(2006). 
n it, the late �oet e��lores the com�lementarity ow tr�th and wiction, 
liwe and death, yo�th and old axe. �hat she descrises in the �oem �erse�hone 
the �anderer as that Ĉriwt in the h�man so�l Đ which was not constr�cted to 
selonx Đ entirely to liwe.ĉ Ferr�ćs Averno is also a s�ace where somethinx 
intense and �ntamasle is seinx desired and �lotted, echoinx �lÓckćs �oem 
�}�e �ot�ndaþ 

Ĉ
 am tired ow havinx hands
she said

 want winxsē
��t what will yo� do witho�t yo�r hands
to se h�manĄ
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 am tired ow h�man 
she said 

 want to live on the s�nēĉ 


ndeed the enerxy that emanates wrom the �aintinxs that constit�te this 
�verno is contaxio�s and sr�tal. 
t is centriw�xal and centri�etal, orxanic and 
alien, sowt and savaxe, tell�ric and celestial, raw and com�le�. 


t is rare to sense a transwerence ow mood across the makinx and the viewinx 
ow an artwork. �enerally, the e��erience ow a �ainter remains locked within the 
makinx and what emerxes are the wix�res and worms that have seen created. 
Yet the ha�tic �leas�re ow a sody makinx art is evident and contaxio�s in 
Ferr�ćs �aintinxs. �y workinx hori�ontally, traversinx and occ��yinx the 
canvases and wood �anels that lie wreely on the wloor, Ferr�ćs sody �erworms a 
contin��m ow choreoxra�hic xest�res which still reveal themselves in the winal 
artworks. These movements are accom�anied sy a worm ow tactile �leas�re 
that, axain, is intensely e��ressed sy her �aintinxs s�t that also emerxes 
wrom how her hands hold and her winxers mi� the �aintinx materials she �ses. 
Ferr� works with �ixment sticks ow oil �aint, which are handmade with 
seeswa� and �lant wa� comsined with linseed oil and �ixment. These oil 
sticks allow her to work directly on a canvas or a wood �anel, witho�t any 
sr�shes or solvents. 	er xest�res, re�eatedly a��lyinx the colors with her 
hands, mi�inx the �ixments with her winxers on the canvas while new h�es 
emerxe, are retained and rememsered sy the materials that hold them. ĈThe 
hand caressinx colors makes s�tterwlies,ĉ 
 scrissled on my notesook while 
we were still s�eakinx on the �hone. That hand is im�rovisinx a xest�re 
rehearsed wor very lonx. 
t is xro�ndinx a �ractice that knows how worms come 
into seinx, and what secominx means wrom a �lastic �oint ow view. 


t was said that the volcanic w�mes that emanated wrom the crater ow the 
Averno were so to�ic that any sird wlyinx asove it wo�ld die. 	ence its �reek 
name, ἄ ϝορνος, birdless (ἀ, without, ὄρνις, bird). 	ere, instead, a m�lti�licity 
ow creat�res, livinx seinxs, and e��ressive �ossisilities maniwest themselves 
the more each �aintinx is looked ��on. These �aintinxs are as wild and wree as 
the colors and traces they hold. This new �verno o�ens itselw to host a 
�ermanent �resent in which the instant secomes the movement and the 
movement secomes the worm. 	ere, the �verno doesnćt ��ll downwards. 

nstead, it stays in {oy, worever er��tinx and ��lsatinx. 

ē �r. Fili�a �amos, 
ect�rer at Art 
nstit�te at the F	N� Academy ow Art and 
�esixn, �asel
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