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The Approach is pleased to present MOTH Il by Evren Tekinoktay, her fifth exhibition at
the gallery. MOTH Il is the second iteration of a two-part exhibition with the first, MOTH,
hosted by Collaborations in Copenhagen opening in late 2023. The exhibitions are
connected by including works that were made within the same moment, using the same
artistic processes.

For Tekinoktay the moth evokes numerous symbolic connotations; as crepuscular
creatures, they represent a shift between day and night, endings and beginnings, life and
death.

MOTH Il connects deeply to Tekinoktay's memories, some of which remain lucid whilst
others grasp to a more intangible feeling. The artist recalls childhood summers spent
visiting Turkey, noticing the matrilineal connection to handicrafts and textile practices.
She recalls watching silkworms softly crawling, spinning their beautiful thread before it
ultimately finds its way woven into a fine scarf or tablecloth. The quilts in MOTH Il are
inspired from these traditional techniques. In fact, many hands are involved in the
process of their making, including Tekinoktay’'s mother who helps to complete the
meticulous finishing touches. The maternal continues to reverberate in the title of her
works, for example, CAPRICE DU FEMME was the name of Tekinoktay’s grandmother’s
perfume; and MOTH of course forms the first part mother.

Where Tekinoktay’s quilts begin as drawings, her neons start life as collages, though both
series were made within the same period of concentration and are intended to
complement one another. Tekinoktay has a distinctive palette which has persisted
throughout her artistic career. Working with gentle pastel hues, baby pinks and blues,
creams and corals form the base of her colour world. These shades evoke a retro
feminine quality, partnered with the use of neon — forever married to the street signage
of Red Light Districts — a sense of desire or the erotic emerges from these works. The
neons are fabricated by hand in the artist’s studio. The background of the neons is
comprised of hand-painted hinterglass, using her intuitive graphic language, Tekinoktay
paints geometric forms and lines which require a kind of ‘thinking in reverse’ in order to
produce them. The neons emanate a seductive ambient glow, with an almost hypnotising
effect, they draw in the viewer — like a moth attracted to a flame.
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FLOSS, 2023
Fabric on mirror
103 x4.7cm

PULP 11,2023
Acrylic, aluminium , neon, plexiglass
60 x16cm WHERE LANDS MEETS WATER
(Homage Dirk W), 2023
Quilted silk mounted on mirror
117 x90x 6 cm

CAPRICE DE FEMME, 2023
Quilted silk mounted on mirror
1M2x6cm

FIDJI, 2023
Neon,acrylics, aluminium, plexiglass
59.8 x 69.8 x16 cm

BOOGIE Illl, 2023
Acrylic, aluminium, neon, plexiglass
80 x16 cm

CORAL, 2023
Silk fabric mounted on mirror
124 x 88 x 6 cm

PAPILIO, 2023
Neon, acrylic, aluminium, plexiglass
80 x16 cm




