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Anselm Kiefer to Present Photographs in Paris

For Robert Fludd Opens on September 7 at 9 rue de Castiglione

Download Press Images

These sunflowers are black like the firmament.
—Anselm Kiefer

PARIS, September 6, 2023—Gagosian is pleased to announce For Robert Fludd, a presentation of
previously unexhibited photographs by Anselm Kiefer at 9 rue de Castiglione, Paris.

Photography is an underrecognized aspect of Kiefer’s art that has played a central role in his
practice from the 1960s through the present. Gagosian’s exhibition complements Anselm Kiefer: La
photographie au commencement (Anselm Kiefer: Photography at the Beginning), organized by the Lille
Métropole Musée d’art moderne, d’art contemporain et d’art brut (LaM). The first retrospective to
focus on the artist’s relationship with photography, LaM’s exhibition features over a hundred works
from throughout his career and will be on view October 6, 2023-March 3, 2024.

For Robert Fludd features steel-framed, black-and-white photographs of sunflowers by Kiefer from his
series Les Fleurs du Mal (The Flowers of Evil, 1994-2012), which was titled after Charles Baudelaire’s
famed collection of Symbolist poetry. Following artists including Emil Nolde and especially Vincent
van Gogh, Kiefer has been drawn repeatedly to the sunflower as a symbol of metamorphosis and
regeneration. The exhibition’s dedication to the early modern cosmologist Robert Fludd refers to the
connections that Fludd drew between the microcosmic and the macrocosmic, and his belief that every
plant on earth has a corresponding star in the sky.


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/ca90564b8ddad5d0dab763/

The dynamic Les Fleurs du Mal works pair positive, negative, and solarized images of the flowers’
arcing stalks, vigorous leaves, and expansive heads with abstract splatters of photographic emulsion
and tinting that echo their imposing vitality and suggest constant cosmic transformation. Jericho
(2010-15), a photograph of one of Kiefer’s series of monumental Die Himmelspaldiste (2003-18)
sculptures at La Ribaute, his former studio complex in Barjac, France—now part of his foundation,
Eschaton—reinforces the dual themes of growth and destruction.

Anselm Kiefer was born in 1945 in Donaueschingen, Germany, and lives and works in France. His
work is collected by museums worldwide and has been permanently installed at the Musée du Louvre
(2007) and the Panthéon (2020), both in Paris. Exhibitions include Louisiana Museum of Modern Art,
Humlebaek, Denmark (2010-11); Shevirat Ha-Kelim (Breaking of the Vessels), Tel Aviv Museum of Art,
Israel (2011-12); Beyond Landscape, Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, NY (2013-14); Royal Academy
of Arts, London (2014); Centre Pompidou, Paris (2015-16); LAlchimie du livre, Bibliotheque nationale
de France, Paris (2015-16); The Woodcuts, Albertina, Vienna (2016); Pour Paul Celan, Grand Palais
Ephémére, Paris (2021); and Questi scritti, quando verranno bruciati, daranno finalmente un po’ di luce
(Andrea Emo), Palazzo Ducale, Venice (2022). In 2017, he was awarded the J. Paul Getty Medal for his
contribution to the arts.
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