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Ifaki Bonillas, The Projectionist

The pandemic and the subsequent confinement put me, like many other artists, in the posi-
tion of having to work only with what we had at hand in the studio. For many years | have
worked with a photographic archive inherited from my grandfather. This time | decided to
create a whole new archive, made entirely of film stills. That is, | spent most of the time
watching movies - mostly those classic films one never has the time to watch, until now.
Not as any regular spectator but as a careful archeologist: studying in detail, trying to
find casual intersections between photography (my main medium) and cinema. | then un-
dertook a search for specific images that fall into four categories: close-ups of people’s
eyes; scenes of film projection in films; instants where a door closes into a very dark room,
so that a thin strip of light falls on the floor; and finally those instants where the camera
lens catches a bright light, producing an illuminated artifact that intrudes into the scene.
This resulted in four new series that Galerie Nordenhake presents here for the first time.

- Ifiaki Bonillas
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