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Los Angeles, CA, September 8,2022— Blum & Poe is pleased to present When the Sun Loses [ts Light, with
work by Michelle Blade, lan Collings, Shanique Emelife, Claudia Keep, Lauren Satlowski, and Joey Terrill.

Christmas 1980. | was back from college. It's me and my brother Greg. Or Gregory to everyone else. | was
playing “River” on the piano, and we were doing our best Joni. Warbling through the high notes neither of us
could come close to hitting. Laughing. There’s a polaroid around here somewhere | remember that Ma took.

Found it! Here it is. Loved that night. Has always stayed with me.

I'm gonna get to the point here—some months ago, an eighty-seven-year-old Canadian man was
hospitalized after a bad fall. While undergoing a test to check the electrical activity in his brain, he suffered a
heart attack. Because the man had a do-not-resuscitate order, the doctors let him pass away as the EEG
recorded his thoughts. And what his brain activity scientifically showed is something that has been
conjecture forever: our life does flash before us when we die. In the minute before and after his body died,
the EEG scan read that he fell into a dream state that revealed his brain replaying memories from the span
of his life.

I'm taking the hopeful position that these intimate scenes floating through at the end are the gentle ones, the
calm ones—the ones that, at the time, are seemingly small but get dropped and locked in that emotional
vault right there in our chests, then travel up and forever get held tight.

With that in mind, here's a few moments, taken and made real for us. Some delicate paintings on wood riffing
off photos that Claudia shot on her phone while wandering or just being. Shanique’s family, friends, and
herself from those snapshots that we hold dear. Michelle’s daughters lovingly rendered almost like a secret
whisper and reminder of what is, now was. Lauren catching the last lights of an LA day, radiant and abstract.
lan, anchoring the truth that we have this vessel that keeps it all inside, ours alone really, and that’s OK. And
Joey, sweet Joey, who has seen so much loss, yet giving us that seemingly flippant second that might go in a
blink but actually never leaves.
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For all of us, those touches are here if we are present and have held them, and now let them come back.
They are alive, just like the work as witness that you are seeing, hopefully feeling. We all need to keep these
moments wherever we keep them, or we really have nothing. Although it can be difficult, we can carry them
and bring them back when we want. It's ok even ifit’s difficult because it's the most important thing we have,
here, now, in us.

When Greg passed, he was in his bed tucked in and smiling. I'm hoping he had just been in his bedroom at
fourteen on a rainy February night, candles, Tapestry on the record player and Hilary braiding his long
brown hair; then Mt. Baldy on a summer morning with the sun tossing off kaleidoscopic rays through the
trees; Lance on Fire Island on the beach in the late afternoon reading him passages from Lolita;
Thanksgiving 1974 in the wood paneled dining room on Weyburn, the last time we were all there together...

—Jeff Poe
About Blum & Poe

Blum & Poe was founded by Tim Blum and Jeff Poe in Santa Monica in September of 1994 as a space to
show local and international contemporary art in all media. Blum’s extensive experience in the Japanese art
world combined with Poe’s keen knowledge of emerging artists in Los Angeles resulted in an international
program of influential artists. Throughout a twenty-seven-year history, Blum & Poe has shaped the
trajectory of contemporary art by championing artists at all stages of their careers—cultivating the lineages
that run between emerging and established practices and working with artist estates to generate new
discourse surrounding historical work. Currently, Blum & Poe represents fifty artists and nine estates from
sixteen countries worldwide.

In 2003 the gallery moved to a larger space in Culver City, and in 2009 Blum & Poe purchased and
renovated its current 22,000-square-foot complex on La Cienega Boulevard. In this location the gallery has
since staged museum-caliber surveys, examining the historical work of such movements as the Japanese
Mono-ha school (2012); the Korean Dansaekhwa monochrome painters (2014); the European postwar
movement CoBrA (2015); Japanese art of 1980s and '90s (2019); a rereading of Brazilian Modernism (2019);
and a revisionist take on the 1959 MoMA exhibition, New Images of Man (2020). To produce these
exhibitions, Blum & Poe has worked with celebrated curators such as Alison M. Gingeras, Sofia Gotti, Joan
Kee, and Mika Yoshitake.

In 2014, Blum & Poe opened galleries in New York and Tokyo to focus on intimately scaled projects in new
contexts. These expansions tie into the gallery’s wide-reaching program that includes exhibitions, lectures,
performance series, screenings, and an annual art book fair at its base in Los Angeles. Blum & Poe’s
publishing division democratically circulates its program through original scholarship and accessible media
ranging from academic monographs, audio series, magazines, to artists’ books. In 2020, the gallery launched
Blum & Poe Broadcasts, an online platform showcasing artists’ projects in conjunction with physical
installations or as standalone digital endeavors.

Across the three global locations, Blum & Poe prioritizes environmental and community stewardship in all
operations. In 2015, Blum & Poe was certified as an Arts:Earth Partnership (AEP) green art gallery in Los
Angeles and consequently became one of the first green certified galleries in the United States. The gallery
is also a member of the Gallery Climate Coalition, which works to facilitate a more sustainable commercial
art world and reduce the industry’s collective carbon footprint. Blum & Poe is committed to fostering
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inclusive and equitable communities both in their physical and online spaces and believes that everybody
should have equal access to creating and engaging with contemporary art.
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