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FEAR OF COLLAPSE
Sepand Danesh
6 August-10 September, 2022

Praz-Delavallade Los Angeles is pleased to present Fear of Collapse, a solo
exhibition by Sepand Danesh (b. 1984, Tehran, Iran), opening on August 6
and running through September 10, 2022. This is Danesh’s first exhibition
at Praz-Delavallade and his first in the US.

In his practice, Danesh uses drawing, painting and trompe-I'oeil techniques
to provoke questions of the human condition. Danesh references his
personal experiences and memories, and relates them to the grander
memory of Human history to create short and unique narratives. In Fear
of Collapse, each of Danesh’s paintings contain a character composed
from cube-like shapes which he places in a corner, without a floor or a
ceiling, to bring awareness to the condition of being trapped and wanting
to escape.

Escaping has been an obsession of Danesh’s. To succeed in this, he draws
countless numbers of small fragments of his life arranged with rigor in
endless grids. Danesh explains, “Every time | feel trapped, images flicker
through my head with high frequency. Those images assemble into a fast-
paced inner movie that | know by heart. My years in Tehran, my parents,
my house, the streets, the neighbors, the extremely violent elementary
school of the post-war period | attended and my immigration from Tehran
to Paris.” Danesh’s images are captured in his drawings during glimpses of
time which creates an archive of ideas that then need a place to be stored.
A place which encompassed both the feeling of being trapped and finding
a way to escape.

When Danesh was a child, the ability torecord and use personal information
on the web did not yet exist. Key moments were recorded by analog means
and eventually became personal belongings. Today, every aspect of our
lives is collected, saved, and analyzed to create a shadow of our personal
details and activities - geolocalisation, heartbeat tracking, cookies,
dataveillance of points of interest, expenses - it is now known that the
gathering of all that information creates a digital twin of each of us. The
creation of this digital-twin came as a new aspect of identity and as a
result pushes us to create new ways to escape. This dual identity makes
accessible other aspects of human consciousness, still unexplored, which
will impact, whether we like it or not, our physically existing identity.

Sepand Danesh (b. 1984 Tehran, Iran, lives and works in Paris, FR). Danesh
left Iran at the age of 13 for Los Angeles and shortly after for Paris. Danesh
studied product design at the ENSAAMA Olivier de Serres in Paris and is
a graduate of Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts Paris where he
studied under Giuseppe Penone and Philippe Cognée. Danesh also studied
painting at the University of the Arts Helsinki (Uniarts Helsinki), Finland.
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His work has been exhibited throughout the world, including France,
Belgium, UAE, Iran and Morocco and his work is including in prestigious
collections such as; the Fonds National d’Art Contemporain, FRAC Poitou
Charentes, Collection Société Générale and Fondation Colas. Danesh was
featured in the Dubai Expo 2020 and he regularly takes part in residencies
and performances, including the Mac/Val, which has also featured his
work on multiple occasions.

Praz-Delavallade has a longstanding relationship with both American and
European artists whose practices span a variety of mediums. The gallery
was founded 1995 in Paris with an inaugural exhibition that included
work by Paul McCarthy, Mike Kelley, Richard Petitbon, Jim Shaw, and
Benjamin Weisman. In 1997, Praz-Delavallade was part of a burgeoning
art scene in the 13th arrondissement on the eastern side of Paris, along
with Air de Paris, Almine Rech, Art: Concept, Jennifer Flay, and Emmanuel
Perrotin. Due to its strong connections with artists in Los Angeles, the
gallery was known for bringing an international program to the growing
Paris art scene, by featuring artists such as Sam Durant, Jim Isermann,
John Miller, Analia Saban, and Marnie Weber, among others. In 2010, the
Paris gallery moved to its current location at 5 rue des Haudriettes in the
Marais and has continued its support of Los Angeles based artists by
exhibiting a new generation that includes Matthew Brandt, Heather Cook,
Nathan Mabry, Joe Reihsen, Ry Rocklen, Amanda Ross-Ho, and Brian Wills
alongside European artists such as Soufiane Ababri, Philippe Decrauzat,
Pierre Ardouvin, Thomas Fougeirol, and Fabien Mérelle. In the fall of 2016,
Praz-Delavallade opened a new outpost at 6150 Wilshire Boulevard-on the
renowned thoroughfare in Miracle Mile right across from the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art-in an effort to create a bridge between the two
cities it calls home.



