
koeniggalerie koeniggalerie

ZHANNA KADYROVA
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KÖNIG GALERIE presents PALIANYTSIA, a solo exhibition by Ukrainian artist Zhanna Kadyrova in the CHAPEL of  
ST. AGNES. 

Kadyrova works in a variety of disciplines such as sculpture, photography, video and performance. Her practice is often 
site-specific and informed by the malleable and symbolic properties of urban building materials. Collecting stones 
from her nearest river in western Ukraine, Kadyrova’s sculptures, drawings and short film, take on the urgent situation 
currently playing out in her home country. 

Before the Russian war of aggression on Ukraine began, Kadyrova was based in Kiev. Due to the ongoing conflict she 
fled to the western part of the country. After relocating to the Transcarpathian region, the artist began her latest series 
which culminated in the PALIANYTSIA project, co-authored by Denis Ruban.

Palianytsia is the name of a Ukrainian round wheat bread that Russian occupiers cannot pronounce correctly and there-
fore acts as a password or recognition mark among Ukrainians. During her days-long search for accommodation and 
a functioning studio, Kadyrova collected round stones polished smooth by the river’s current. As a symbol of Ukrainian 
resistance, she produced this series of illusory sculptures by slicing these collected stones whose form take on that of 
the Palianytsia bread.

“During the first two weeks of the war, I had the impression that art was only a dream, that I had only dreamed these 
twenty years of my professional life. And that art at all is powerless and ephemeral compared to the ruthless machinery 
of war that destroys civilian cities and human lives,” the artist states. “Today I don’t think that way anymore, and I see 
that every artistic gesture makes us visible, and our voices audible!”

Kadyrova has previously presented these sculptures and drawings in her temporary accommodation in Ukraine. With 
the proceeds from the sold works, she supplied herself and others with bullet-proof waistcoats, petrol, food, and med-
icine. She has also supported people in need in Kiev and different volunteer organisations in Kharkiv and Mariupol. 
The short film screened in the exhibition space, documents the creation of the shown works in Transcarpathia and 
gives insight into the everyday life of Kadyrova and her colleagues under the impression of the war. It was directed and 
produced by members of the Ukrainian cinematographic community, Babylon’13, and in collaboration with UA-Cul-
ture: Ivan Sautkin, Olena Zashko, and Ganna Yeresko.
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Zhanna Kadyrova (b. in 1981 in Brovary, Ukraine) is a member of the Ukrainian artist group “R.E.P.” (Revolution Exper-
imental Space). The artist’s first major retrospective was scheduled by PinchukArtCentre in Kyiv for 2023. Her works 
have been shown internationally in solo exhibitions, including the Ukrainian Institute, New York (2020); at the Villa Pac-
chiani Centro Espositivo, Santa Croce sull’Arno, Pisa; and the Fondazione MACC, Sardinia (both 2019); Бükü – Bureau 
for Cultural Translations, Leipzig (2016); and Kunstraum Innsbruck (2015). 

Kadyrova was part of group shows worldwide, including the Art Centre Silkeborg Bad, Silkeborg (2022); the M17 Con-
temporary Art Centre, Kyiv (2021); Marta Herford Museum, Herford (2021); the Shanghai International Sculpture Pro- 
ject JISP, Shanghai (2020); and Kunsthalle Mulhouse (2020). She participated at the 58th, 56th and 55th Venice Bienni-
als (2019, 2015 and 2013); the 33rd Biennial of Graphic Arts in Ljubljana (2019); and the Kyiv Biennale (2017).

The artist was honoured by the PinchukArtCentre, Kyiv, with the Special Prize (2011), the Main Prize (2013) and the 
Special Prize – Future Generation International (2014). She also received the Kazimir Malevich Artist Award, and the 
Grand Prix of the Kyiv Sculpture Project (both 2012).
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