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303 Gallery is pleased to announce our ninth exhibition by Doug Aitken will open April 27,
featuring the premiere of Aitken’s new multi-screen video installation, titled Wilderness.

Wilderness is a film installation that uses a series of song cycles created by Aitken to narrate
and capture the modern landscape as it moves from day into night. The artwork flows from
person to person, following a subconscious thread where sound and language create the
connective tissue. The piece was filmed over two and a half years on the same stretch of urban
beach, within a one-mile radius of the artist's home.

s this edge of land a boundary, a space where there is nowhere left to go, or is it a liminal
space that looks towards the future? Much of Wilderness is improvisational; a vast tapestry of
individuals and groups of people. The crowds flow in and out like the tide, filling the beach
during the day and emptying in darkness, a never-ending cycle at land’s end.
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In an age of hyper-interconnectivity, dominated by screens and the hum of synthetic light and
sound, Aitken juxtaposes this technological undercurrent with the moment where masses of
people ritualistically watch and record the setting sun in a trancelike state.

The lyrics sung in the film are Al-generated digital voices that form a fragile structure and
express a collective consciousness. The voices sound raw and vulnerable, their message grows
increasingly restless, evolving as the digital undertone builds as the work progresses into
night.

As darkness descends, Wilderness transitions from moments of fragility and introspection to
a scene that explores a collective manic energy. Wildfires become visible in the distance, a
crowd forms on the beach in cathartic movement. The work intensifies and a feeling of
aggression and agitation permeates; the digital voices erode into white noise. Synthetic light
replaces the life-giving sun; cell phones glow, streetlamps come alight, car headlights pulse
and bathe lone passengers in neon hues. The gray areas between day and night, reality and
fiction, life and death blur.

Ecological questions arise, the beach shapeshifting from a space of escape to appearing as a
wasteland. It is a natural space that barely contains the urban expansion. In a final sequence
the phrase "Exit Earth” pixelates and disintegrates, much like the physical ecosystem.

Wilderness explores the life cycle of the individual, society, and environment, while
questioning the inescapable fusion of the real and the digital. Aitken examines this system of
continuous change, a yearning to escape a destabilized present and the uncertainty of the
future.

Also in the installation is twilight (triptych), a group of three payphones recast as translucent
forms and filled with light. This generative light sculpture glows and pulses with color in
reaction to the viewer.

The exhibition questions how far we will continue to evolve, and at what cost.

About the artist

Doug Aitken is widely known for his innovative, genre-bending installations. Utilizing a wide
array of artistic approaches, he explores every medium, from film and installations to sculpture
and architectural interventions. His artwork has been featured in numerous exhibitions around
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the world, in such institutions as the Whitney Museum of American Art, The Museum of

Modern Art, the Vienna Secession, the Serpentine Gallery, and the Centre Georges
Pompidou. He earned the International Prize at the Venice Biennale in 1999 for the
installation electric earth. Aitken's awards include the 2012 Nam June Paik Art Center Prize,
the 2013 Smithsonian Magazine American Ingenuity Award and the 2019 ArtCenter College
of Design Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2021-22, The Museum of Contemporary Art
Australia featured a retrospective of Aitken’s work.

CONTACT

For more information on Doug Aitken, please contact: Cristian Alexa,
cristian@303gallery.com.

For all press inquiries, please contact Sarah St. Amand, sarah@303gallery.com.

Image: Doug Aitken, Wilderness, 2022, eight-channel video installation (color, sound) ©
Doug Aitken, courtesy the artist; 303 Gallery, New York
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