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Cheim & Read is pleased to present Somze People, a thematic group exhibition that explores
portraiture from the 1930s to the present day, and features over thirty artists. The show opens
on Thursday, February 24, and the gallery will be open late to celebrate until 7:00 PM. It will
remain on view through May 14 at the gallery’s uptown location, 23 East 67th Street in New
York.

The title of the show is borrowed from the song by Stephen Sondheim and Jule Styne for the
1959 Broadway musical, Gypsy. Through painting, drawing, printmaking, and photography, this
exhibition looks to examine a broad range of cultural influences and historical predecessors in
the portrait that can be traced across five decades.

The earliest examples are a 1939 oil portrait of a young girl by Chaim Soutine, and an ink and
wash drawing of a woman’s face by Tsuguharu Foujita from 1949. These important works will
be presented alongside very recent works coming directly from young artists’ studios, such as

Jeremy Jaspers, Boris Torres, Cum Wizard 69420, and Nicole Wittenberg.

Through inference and context, this generous presentation draws out historical precedents and
cultural influences among the artists. In this free association, the some thirty-six works on view
join together in the continuously evolving formal and psychological conversation about what a
portrait is and what it could be.
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