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Mendes Wood DM is pleased to announce the gallery’s first exhibition of work by the Italian
painter Guglielmo Castelli. An intimate group of psychologically charged works - four oil
paintings and three works on paper - will provide viewers with an insight into the artist’s
complex universe.

Dense with references to European art history, Metaphysical painting, Gothic and Symbolist

literature, Renaissance architecture and set design, the paintings can be viewed as questions to

be deciphered, leading to deliberately open-ended answers that start from the very title of the

show. “An ‘act’ is something physical, a ‘room’ is a space. Together these elements combine
»»

to make what we call ‘narrative’,” Castelli explains, referencing his training as a set designer
for theatre.

Castelli’s work is a dark, ominously symbolic, and immersive conflation of architecture,
space, the body, theatre, storytelling, literature, and history, which intentionally defies any
obvious narrative or linear meaning. “Something is unsettling, creaky, something is always
hard to grasp in my paintings,” Castelli explains. “If it is not disturbing enough then I will
add elements to make it more so. I am trying to create some non-comfort zones.”

Using the canvas as a theatre set, Castelli describes his practice as depicting actions “in stasis”
that beg the question of what happened before and what will happen after. “Up until the
1950s, in set design, there used to be a position called ‘trovarobe’ (literally “finder of things’)
which is still the way I think of my work sometimes. It is about looking for elements of
representation and bringing them together to tell a story.”

Guglielmo Castelli (1987, Turin, Italy) lives and works in Turin.

His recent solo exhibitions include Ornate Impotence, The Cabin, Los Angeles (2020); Sia

inteso come tutto cio che non pesa, Fondazione Coppola, Vicenza (2019); Goodmorning
Bambino, Kiinstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin (2018).

Castelli’s work was also part of group shows at Castello di Rivoli, Turin (2021); Andrew
Kreps Gallery, New York (2021); 17a Quadriennale di Roma, Palazzo delle Esposizioni,
Rome (2020); Galerie Ronaldo Anselmi, Rome & Berlin (2020 & 2019); Biennale
Internationale d’art contemporain de Melle, Melle (2018); The Parkview Museum, Singapore
(2018); Fondation Louis Vuitton, Paris (2018), Parkview Green Museum, Beijing (2016);
Musée d'art moderne et contemporain, Saint-Etienne (2016); Pinacoteca Nazionale, Bologna
(2016); Museo d'Arte Contemporanea, Lissone (2016).
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