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Thus Spoke The Silence..., Aurélien Porte’sfirst solo exhibition at the New Galerie, opens withacry. The Terror of Cercopithecusis a
small format paintinginto whichisinserted a photograph: the head of a frightened monkey, taken from the colonial journal
«Journaldes Voyages» andretained by theartistformanyyears. This monkeyis surrounded by anowl, fish, frogand beaver. These
zoomorphicformsandthisimaginary bestiary are aresurgence of Egyptian deities. Understood asicons, these small format por-

traitshaveimmediacy. They expressa primitive mystical consciousness throughanger, happiness orsexual desire.

Rawanduninhibited, Aurélien Porte’s paintings operate asawhole thathe combines with other materials without any hierarchy. At
the New Galerie they take and architectural aspect, through the presence of carved tablets hung on the walls of thisimprovised
temple, theartist’simaginary museum enriched by each new exhibition.

Perspective Of Words, Combination Of Elements, Primordial Gestures: atthe crossroads of of the Celticstele, the tabletand the
tombstone, thefourinscribed soapstone bas-reliefs are odesand warnings conveyed by the exhibition.

Eversince Neolithictimessoapstone hasbeenastone with magical properties. Capable of storing heat, itisalso known forits mal-

leability. This stone whichcompeted with ceramicsinancienttimesis used here by theartistinthe form of carved blocks.
Narrative, mystical and ancestral, Aurélien Porte’s works keep the viewer physically and emotionally close while the inscribed
words keep himatadistance. While steles are message bearers that seemto arise fromthe past, animalsin the Silent Witnesses
seriesare «silentwitnesses» tothe world stage. Goingfromlighttodarkness, fromtheintimate tothearchitectural, Thus Spoke The
Silence...prolongsastory wheretheforces present collideandthencomeintobalance.

ClaireStaebler

Textfrom «Ingirumimus nocte etconsumimurigni, La peinture consumée d’Aurelien Porte», tobe published.
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