
 

 

 Leliegracht 47  
1016 GT Amsterdam 
www.andriesse-eyck.com 
 
T +31 (0)20 623 6237 
info@andriesse-eyck.com 
 
KvK nr: 61565989 
 

emmeline de 
mooij 
 
THE GUEST MATTRESS 
3 March– 4 April 2021 
 
Emmeline de Mooij deals with themes 
such as loneliness, the elimination of the 
body from social processes, care, 
maintenance and repair.   
This exhibition consists of a series of 
mattresses that are ‘disguised’ as 
traditional works of art on the wall. They 
are processed with a diverse range of 
residual and available materials that have 
been sewn together. ‘Patchwork’, a typical 
‘hobby art’ technique frequently applied by 
women, is used here in an intelligent way 
to raise questions about hospitality. 
The works can be unhooked from the wall 
and serve as a guest mattress. 
 

Within her artistic practice, Emmeline de 
Mooij uses installation, performance, 
sculpture, textile and video. An important 
subject in her work is care, maintenance 
and repair. De Mooij investigates the 
mechanisms behind the low status of care 
in society, such as the disproportionate 
burden of women in paid and unpaid care 
work. Additionally, with her work de Mooij 
explores speculative scenarios that offer 
an alternative for the dominant ideal of the 
human as independent and unitary being. 
Again and again she examines the  

possibility of recuperating a lost unity 
between the human and its surroundings, 
based on the recognition of the inter-
relational character of being human: 
embodied, embedded and in symbiosis with 
other life forms. 

Working with a vocabulary that resonates 
as much with the tenets of feminist 
performance as it does with the conceptual 
frameworks of institutional critique, de 
Mooij approaches seemingly a-historical 
myths of artistic expressivity as a means 
to challenge the very gendered, classed, 
and racialized structures that support it. 

Exploring the possibility of recovery within 
the substantive frameworks of de Mooij’s 
work also manifests itself in its formal 
aspects. De Mooij switches between 
different techniques and media. She often 
uses performance to settle the physical 
and emotional distance to an art object, 
the body and other matter. For example, 
art objects have conversations with a 
therapist, a photo printed on a carpet with 
integrated massage motors serves as a 
'massage photo', a workshop takes place 
in which the participants confront the 
contents of their own full vacuum cleaner 
bag, or a handmade costume, especially 
made for an electric massage chair, that 
softens the replacement of physical 
contact by computer-controlled touch. 

 

De Mooij has previously gained attention with 
national and international exhibitions as: Mother 
Art Prize exhibition, Cromwell Place London 
(2020), CosmoFeminism, Fortuna Wetten Berlin 



 
(2019) #Satisfying Slime, Andriesse Eyck Gallery 
(2018), Cure Park, Amsterdamse Bos (2017) , 
Art in Therapy, Centraal Museum Utrecht 
(2016), Manifesten, Museum Kranenburgh, 
Bergen (2015),  Facing And Touching Treatment 
Method, De Centrale, Brussel (2014), Legion TV, 
London (2013) and Daegu Photo Biennale, 
Korea (2012). 
Her work has been nominated for the Volkskrant 
Beeldende Kunst Prijs. 
De Mooij holds a BA from the Gerrit Rietveld 
Academie in Amsterdam (2006) and an MFA 
from Bard College (2014). 
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