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March 3, 2021, Los Angeles—Blum & Poe is pleased to present an exhibition of new paintings by 
Japanese-Brazilian artist Asuka Anastacia Ogawa. This is the artist’s second solo presentation 
with the gallery, following her debut at Blum & Poe Tokyo in 2020. 
  
Asuka Anastacia Ogawa’s large figurative paintings feature children engaged in reverie and play, 
in scenes that are both autobiographical and dream-spun. With large almond-shaped eyes, these 
subjects look out of the canvas with mysterious radiance and wisdom. Full of cryptic symbols from 
mirrors to garlic bulbs, Ogawa’s paintings are marked by references to the artist’s Japanese and 
Afro-Brazilian ancestral lineage.  
 
Born in Tokyo, Ogawa moved to Petrópolis, Brazil when she was three, attended high school in 
Sweden, and then studied at Central Saint Martins in London. Her peripatetic upbringing and 
identity are asserted in her paintings through imagery that is outside of time and place. Employing 
a minimal palette, she uses saturated yellows, pinks, and blues, to convey an elemental visual 
poetry. Her paintings are open to interpretation, as she notes, inviting viewers to create their own 
complementary stories. 
  
Ogawa’s works spark a journey through hereditary dreams that exist in the collective 
consciousness. In one picture, a child is portrayed kneeling on the ground with their hands 
concealed in a large, tangerine-hued bowl, as if caught in a domestic ritual. Two guardian-like 
figures dressed in white hold a pastel-pink banner over the child in a heraldic gesture of 
protection. Another painting features a figure brandishing a bird toy in one hand, and a basket full 
of reeds in another, cushioning two children from a shadowy character on horseback. 
 
In response to the prompt, “Where is home?” Ogawa replies, “I think about the people I love when I 
think of the word ‘home’—having time to explore, and a place to paint, is when I feel most at 
home.” The works in the exhibition are both a meditation on interconnectedness and belonging, 
and an offering of sanctuary from and within a world in flux.  
  
 
Asuka Anastacia Ogawa (b. 1988, Tokyo, Japan) received her BFA from Central Saint Martins, 
London, UK. After having her first solo show at Henry Taylor’s studio in Los Angeles in 2017, she 
had a solo show at Blum & Poe Tokyo in 2020, and was featured in the group exhibition 5,471 miles 
at Blum & Poe Los Angeles in 2020. Her work is in the collection of X Museum, Beijing, China. She 
is currently based in New York and Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

About Blum & Poe 
 
Blum & Poe was founded by Timothy Blum and Jeffrey Poe in Santa Monica in September of 1994 
as a space to show local and international contemporary art in all media. Blum’s extensive 
experience in the Japanese art world combined with Poe’s keen knowledge of emerging artists in 
Los Angeles, together resulted in an international program of influential artists. Throughout a 
twenty-six-year history, Blum & Poe has shaped the trajectory of contemporary art by 
championing artists at all stages of their careers—cultivating the lineages that run between 
emerging and established practices, and working with artist estates to generate new discourse 
surrounding historical work. 
 
In 2003 the gallery moved to a larger space in Culver City, and in 2009 Blum & Poe purchased and 
renovated its current 22,000 square foot complex on La Cienega Boulevard. In this location the 
gallery has since held museum-caliber surveys, examining the historical work of such movements 
as the Japanese Mono-ha school (2012); the Korean Dansaekhwa monochrome painters (2014); 
the European postwar movement CoBrA (2015); Japanese art of 1980s and '90s (2019); a 
rereading of Brazilian Modernism (2019); and a revisionist take on the 1959 MoMA exhibition, New 
Images of Man (2020). To produce these exhibitions, Blum & Poe has worked with celebrated 
curators such as Joan Kee, Mika Yoshitake, Sofia Gotti, and Alison M. Gingeras.  
 
In 2014, Blum & Poe opened galleries in New York and Tokyo to focus on intimately scaled 
projects in tandem with an expansive program of exhibitions, lectures, performance series, 
screenings, and an annual art book fair at its base in Los Angeles. In 2015, Blum & Poe was certified 
as an Arts:Earth Partnership (AEP) green art gallery and consequently became one of the first 
green certified galleries in the United States. Blum & Poe’s own publishing division focuses on 
sharing aspects of its program via original scholarship and accessible media ranging from 
academic monographs, audio series, magazines, and artists’ books. In 2020, the gallery launched 
Blum & Poe Broadcasts, an online platform showcasing artists’ projects in conjunction with 
physical installations or as standalone digital endeavors. 
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