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Kerlin Gallery is delighted present 'Beasts' by Gerard Byrne. 
 
'Beasts', a series of black-and-white, silver gelatin photographs was shot inside the Biologiska museet, 
Stockholm, a museum which housed a 360-degree diorama depicting a panoramic sweep of the Nordic 
wilderness, in an elaborate mise-en-scène combining taxidermy with a painted backdrop. The museum 
remained almost unchanged between 1893 and its unexpected closure midway through Byrne’s 
production, in 2017. 
 
The artist’s interest in the museum was first inspired by the peculiar visual appearance of the diorama, 
which is illuminated solely by natural light entering from roof skylights. For Byrne, this dependence on 
daylight blurred the distinction between museum and camera. With its skylights functioning as lens 
aperture and its diorama of taxidermy animals poised in frozen photographic stasis, the Biologiska 
museet appeared proto-photographic, it’s diorama a foreshadow of the Photograph itself. 'Beasts' is 
testament to in-animation; each print pictures the carefully poised relationship between photography 
and deadness. 
 
Byrne also made a film inside the diorama, 'Jielemeguvvie guvvie sjisjnjeli' (Film Inside an Image) 
2015-2016. Presented as a Single Channel film and back projected onto a sculptural environment the 
work is played on a continuous loop. Byrne’s film takes us on a sweeping, never-ending journey though 
the 360 degree diorama of the Biologiska museet in Stockholm. The unsettling experience is amplified 
by the accompanying sound track, a multi-layered cacophony of animal calls, bird songs and various 
other sounds of the wild. 
 
'Beasts' and 'Jielemeguvvie guvvie sjisjnjeli' (Film Inside an Image) invite us in and around the 
impossible scene of arrested Nordic wilderness, lit only by limited natural light to ponder such 
photographic attributes as stasis itself, seamlessness, dust, and the shifting historical contingencies that 
determine what is a photograph at a given cultural moment. 
 
Born in Dublin in 1969, Gerard Byrne has established an international reputation for his creation of 
complex film installations that interrogate how the past is presented to us. Recent solo museum shows 
include Centraal Museum Utrecht (2020); Serlachius Museum Gosta, Finland (2019); Secession, 
Vienna (2019); Moderna Museet, Stockholm (2017); Douglas Hyde Gallery, Dublin, Ireland (2018); 
ACCA, Melbourne, Australia; Mead Gallery, UK (both 2016); Graz Museum, Austria; Kunstmuseum St 
Gallen, Switzerland (both 2015) and Baltimore Museum of Art, Maryland; The Whitechapel Gallery, 
London (both 2013). 
 
In 2007, Byrne represented Ireland at the 52nd Venice Biennale. He has participated in Busan 
Biennale (2020); Skulptur Projekte Münster (2017); dOCUMENTA 13 (2012); Performa, New York 
(2011); the 54th Venice Biennale (2011); Auckland Biennial (2010); Gwangju Biennial (2008); Sydney 
Biennial (2008); Lyon Biennial (2007); Tate Triennial (2006) and the Istanbul Biennale (2003). 


