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Tanya Bonakdar Gallery is very pleased to present The Distant Sound, an exhibition by Susan 
Philipsz that combines multiple channel sound installation, photography, and film. In these new 
works, Philipsz builds upon her recent presentation for dOCUMENTA 13, using a series of 
instrumental tracks to shape the gallery's space and immerse the visitor in sound. Each of the 
auditory and visual fragments that compose the show is powerfully evocative, and together the 
pieces combine to create an intangible but perceptible sense of distance, separation, and loss. 
 
The exhibition takes its title from the 1910 opera, Der ferne Klang, or The Distant Sound, by 
the Austrian composer Franz Schreker. In Schreker's work, a composer is haunted by an 
ethereal noise that he tries all his life to capture. It is only on his deathbed that he realizes the 
sound has been around him all the time, in the rhythmic textures of modern life. In Philipsz's 
installation, bits of the score for the horns, strings, and chimes from Schreker's opera are 
disassembled and transcribed so that each note comes from its own speaker. Abstracting the 
individual notes from the composition as a whole transforms the music into sound and creates 
an open-endedness that allows the ambient noises of the space to intermingle with the work. 
Schreker himself incorporated atmospheric sounds into his opera—there is a passage that 
resembles a bird call, and one that mimics the mournful wail of a far off train whistle. Philipsz 
isolates these elements, and combines them with her own ambient noises, including a series of 
recordings taken from train stations in Berlin. These station recordings reference the 
departure and arrival of immigrants. Like so many composers of his generation, Schreker was 
persecuted and his career was curtailed during the Nazi era. Although he himself did not move 
to America, he was a contemporary of the generation of Austrian composers who immigrated 
in the 1930s and 40s, and his work is representative of the displaced émigré culture of the 
mid 20th century. 
 
A set of photographs titled Separated Strings that documents the journey from Glasgow to 
Dundee, taken while Philipsz was still in college, create a stark visual landscape along the back 
wall of the main space. The atmospheric diptych, capturing cables in transit, speaks of the 
dynamic of movement and separation. Elaborating on this theme and echoing the slow string 
sounds found throughout the exhibition, Philipsz also includes film footage from her PS1 studio 
residency. Shot in 2001, the film is titled Bird by Bird, in honor of the old seven trains, which 
were painted red and referred to as "redbirds." The film captures the slow screech of the train 
trundling along the elevated tracks past the studio window as the light begins to fade. These 
images of traveling, of leaving one place to journey to another, visually echo the sound 
installations and together they create an abstract meditation on themes of absence and 
separation. 
 
Winner of the 2010 Turner prize, Philipsz lives and works in Berlin. Her upcoming shows 
include a new permanent installation for Governor's Island in New York City, titled Day is Done, 
opening in 2013, as a well as a new commission for the Albright Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, New 
York opening October 2012. Notable current presentations include I Wish This Was a Song, 
The National Museum of Norway, Museum of Contemporary Art, Oslo, through January 2013 
(group); More than a Sound, Bonniers Konsthall, Stockholm, Sweden, through December 2 
(group); Study for Strings, dOCUMENTA 13, Kassel, Germany, through September 16 (group); 
Timeline, a public installation for the Edinburgh Arts Festival, through September 6; among 
others. Her work is included in museum collections around the world, including: The Carnegie 
Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, PA; Castello di Rivoli, Italy; The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
New York, NY; The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC; The Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL; Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain; 
The Linda Pace Art Foundation, San Antonio, TX; Sculpture projects Münster, Münster (2007 
permanent exhibition); The Tate, London; The Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, MN; among 
others. 


