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Galerie Max Hetzler is pleased to announce the solo exhibition And thus 
we existed with paintings, drawings and sculptures by Glenn Brown at 
Bleibtreustraße 45 and the gallery's new space at Bleibtreustraße 15/16. 

One of Britain’s most revered contemporary artists, Brown works across 
painting, drawing and sculpture, taking as his source material reproduced 
imagery from art history and popular culture. At the core of his practice is 
the blending of artistic periods and stylistic genres. Transcending time 
and pictorial conventions, Brown’s work disarms common distinctions 
between beauty and abjection, heightening the emotive tension present 
within. 

The sources for Brown’s practice are found in the works of Old Masters, 
Surrealists or artists such as Karel Appel, Frank Auerbach or Georg 
Baselitz, as well as sci-f painters like Chris Foss. Starting with published 
or downloaded versions of his sources, he manipulates the imagery 
digitally before beginning to paint on panel, further transforming them into 
works of an unparalleled uncanniness, where colours and forms undergo 
further re-assessment. Conceptually distinct from Appropriation Art, 
Brown’s artistic process demonstrates where his focus essentially lies; 
not in the base image per se, but rather in the possibilities which derive 
from it.

For his ffth exhibition with the gallery in Berlin, Brown will present a 
selection of new and recent paintings, drawings and sculptures. Acid 
pigments and winding lines create deformed and impalpable portraits, 
with the colours appropriated from the artist’s own earlier paintings. 
Bodies and faces intertwine, leaving the viewer with an uncanny, 
unsettling impression. Flowing curls create a sense of baroque 
movement, encouraging the eye to wander both across and in and out of 
each painting, as enigmatic subjects and titles unravel into odd narratives. 

The drawings are similarly complex, layering a range of infuences that are 
at once strange and familiar, grotesque and delicate. The black ink or 
paint, applied with brushes, is often layered on a coloured ground with 
white highlights, mimicking the process of Old Masters such as Abraham 
Bloemaert, or Albrecht Dürer. Some of the drawings are set in antique 
frames gathered by the artist from various regions in Italy. The drawings 
are made in response to the frame, with swirls and overlapping elements 
often appropriated from the fne, wooden carving. 

In his recent sculptural work, Brown incorporates existing bronze and 
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spelter fgurines, using them as supports onto which he applies thick 
chunks and layers of oil paint. Wildly growing into the surrounding space, 
the paint appears fresh and blossoming, partly covering the supporting 
sculpture, seemingly absorbing it. As if Brown's paintings are stepping 
into the three-dimensional space, these bursting constructions continue 
the artist’s practice of blurring the boundaries between diferent 
mediums, as paintings become sculptures, and drawings, paintings.

Glenn Brown (1966, Hexham), lives and works in London. In 2000, he 
was nominated for the Turner Prize. Brown had solo exhibitions in 
renowned institutions such as the Musée National Eugène Delacroix, 
Paris (2019); Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art, Eugene, Oregon and Laing 
Art Gallery, Newcastle  (both 2018);  Museo Stefano Bardini, Florence; 
Rembrandt House Museum, Amsterdam and Contemporary Art Center, 
Cincinnati, Ohio (all 2017); Des Moines Art Center, Iowa and Fondation 
Vincent Van Gogh, Arles (both 2016); Frans Hals Museum, Haarlem 
(2013); Upton House, Oxfordshire (2012); Ludwig Museum, Budapest 
(2010); Tate Liverpool and Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin 
(both 2009); Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna (2008); Serpentine 
Gallery, London (2004); Domaine de Kerguéhennec, France (2000), 
among others. Brown's work is part of the collections of the Art Institute 
of Chicago; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; Tate, London; Walker 
Art Center, Minneapolis; British Museum, London; FRAC - Limousin, 
Limoges; The Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle; and Centre Pompidou, Paris. 

Further exhibitions and events:

7 November 2020 – 9 January 2021
Celeste Dupuy-Spencer
But the Clouds Never Hung So Low Before
Goethestraße 2/3, 10623 Berlin

12 November 2020 – 9 January 2021
Günther Förg
Constellations of Colour
41 Dover Street W1S 4NS London

5 December 2020 – January 2021
Raphaela Simon
The Fashion Show
57, rue du Temple 75004 Paris
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