
        

Regen Projects is pleased to present Archaeology, an exhibition of recent photographs by James Welling. This 
PDUNV�WKH�DUWLVW·V�WHQWK�VROR�H[KLELWLRQ�DW�WKH�JDOOHU\��

7KH�ZRUNV� LQ�WKLV�H[KLELWLRQ�UHÁHFW�:HOOLQJ·V� ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ� LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�WHFKQRORJLFDO�SURFHVVHV�RI�
the photographic medium, propelling forth a decades long career driven by relentless experimentation. Through a 
VHULHV�RI�GLVWLQFW�SULQWLQJ�SURFHVVHV��:HOOLQJ�HPSOR\V�KLV�ÀQGLQJV�WR�FUHDWH�LPDJHV�WKDW�UHYLYH�WKH�DQFLHQW�ZRUOG�

,Q�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�JHQHVLV�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW��:HOOLQJ�VDLG��´,�ÀUVW�SKRWRJUDSKHG�*UHHN�DQG�5RPDQ�DQWLTXLWLHV�RQ�D�IDWHIXO�
visit to the Metropolitan Museum in 2018. The most haunting of the photographs I took that day was of a defaced 
EXVW�RI�-XOLD�0DPDHD��D�WKLUG�FHQWXU\�6\ULDQ�QREOHZRPDQ��WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�UHJHQW�RI�(PSHURU�$OH[DQGHU�6HYHUXV��
Her face and head had been violently damaged but her eyes still seemed to shine and she appeared to address 
me directly.

,�KDG�EHHQ�UHVHDUFKLQJ�HDUO\�SKRWRJUDSKLF�SURFHVVHV�IRU�D�QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�DQG�,�GHFLGHG�WR�SULQW�¶-XOLD�0DPDHD·�
XVLQJ�D�PRGLÀHG�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�SULQWLQJ�SURFHVV��FROORW\SH��LQ�ZKLFK�,�VXEVWLWXWHG�FRORUHG�G\H�IRU�OLWKRJUDSKLF�
LQN��7KLV�WHFKQLTXH�SURGXFHG�DTXHRXV�WLQWV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�WXUTXRLVH�WR�ODYHQGHU�WR�VDOPRQ��,�SULQWHG�RYHU�����¶-XOLD�
0DPDHDV·�IURP�WKH�VDPH�QHJDWLYH�DQG�GXH�WR�YDULDEOHV�RI�WKH�SURFHVV��DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,�SULQWHG�VRPH�RI�WKHP�
backwards, each image was different. The cumulative effect of these multiple Julias was uncanny. It seemed that 
KHU�FORWKLQJ��KHU�JD]H��HYHQ�KHU�JHQGHU�ZHUH�ÁXLG��FKDQJLQJ�GUDPDWLFDOO\�IURP�LPDJH�WR�LPDJH�

/DVW�VXPPHU� ,�YLVLWHG�$WKHQV��ZKHUH� ,�EHFDPH�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�*UHHN�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�VFXOSWXUH�� ,� WRRN�VFRUHV�RI�
SKRWRJUDSKV�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�WKHUH��:KHQ�,�UHWXUQHG�WR�P\�VWXGLR�,�DGMXVWHG�WKH�GLJLWDO�ÀOHV�VR�WKDW� WKH�SKRWRJUDSKV�
ZRXOG�PLPLF�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�ÀOP��7KH�HDUOLHVW�ÀOP�ZDV�QRW�VHQVLWLYH�WR�EOXH�OLJKW�DQG�VNLHV�ZHUH�
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rendered a uniform white while red and yellow tones read darker. In doing this I felt that I was turning photography 
into a veritable time machine.

,�EHJDQ�SULQWLQJ�WKH�$WKHQV�ZRUN�DV�SKRWROLWKRJUDSKV��$V�,�UDQ�WKH�SODWHV�WKURXJK�P\�SUHVV��,�QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKH�ULFKO\�
LQNHG�VXUIDFHV�ZHUH�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�WKHPVHOYHV�WKDQ�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQV�,�ZDV�JHWWLQJ��6R��,�EHJDQ�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKH�
LQNHG�SODWH�DV�WKH�ÀQDO�ZRUN��,QLWLDOO\�,�SULQWHG�WKH�$WKHQV�ZRUN�LQ�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�EXW�,�VRRQ�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�FRORU��
Like many photographers I came to the medium through books, and these lithographic plates that I am exhibiting 
UHFDOO�WKH�LQWHQVH�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH��DQG�VWUDQJH�FRORU��SKRWRJUDYXUHV�IRXQG�LQ�P\�ÀUVW�SKRWRJUDSK\�ERRNV�

¶&HQWR·� LV�ZKDW� ,�FDOO� WKH�QH[W�SDUW�RI�Archaeology��$�FHQWR� LV�D�SRHP�PDGH�XS�RI�TXRWDWLRQV�DQG�,� WKLQN�RI� WKHVH�
SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�$WKHQLDQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH��VFXOSWXUHV��DQG�REMHFWV�DV�DUWLFXODWH�IUDJPHQWV�RI�WKH�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH�RI�*UHHFH�

)RU�¶7KH�(DUWK��WKH�7HPSOH�DQG�WKH�*RGV�·�WKH�WKLUG�FRPSRQHQW�RI�Archaeology��,�XVHG�PXOWLOD\HUHG�GLJLWDO�ÀOWHUV�
WR�FRORU�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�VFXOSWXUH��,Q�DQWLTXLW\��VWDWXHV�DQG�VLJQLÀFDQW�EXLOGLQJV�ZHUH�FRPPRQO\�
painted using intense hues and covered with gold leaf that emphasized textile, hair and skin. Modern approximations 
of these objects are jarring; viewers still accustomed to the blanched surfaces of neoclassic art are repelled by the 
LQWHQVH�SRO\FKURP\��,�ZDV�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�UHFRYHULQJ�WKH�SUHFLVH�FRORUV�RI�DQWLTXLW\�ZLWK�¶7KH�(DUWK��WKH�7HPSOH�
DQG�WKH�*RGV·��P\�KRSH�LV�WKDW�WKH�¶XQQDWXUDO·�FRORUV�LQ�ZKLFK�,�FORWKH�WKHVH�ZRUNV�ZLOO�VHHS�LQWR�WKH�DQFLHQW�VWRQH�
and take on a life of their own.

:KDW�KDYH� ,� OHDUQHG� LQ�PDNLQJ� WKLV�ZRUN"�7KH�EUXWH�YLROHQFH�HYLGHQW�RQ�-XOLD�0DPDHD·V�KHDG�DQG� WKH�KRUULÀF�
GLVÀJXUHPHQWV�RQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�*UHHN�DQG�5RPDQ�VFXOSWXUH�EURXJKW�PH�IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�LQWROHUDQFH�
WKDW�QHDUO\�REOLWHUDWHG�WKH�VFLHQFH��OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�SKLORVRSK\�RI�DQWLTXLW\��:LWK�Archaeology, I am hoping to restore 
the spirit and vivacity of the ancient world in all its beauty and complexity.”

James Welling
New York City, 2020

James Welling��E��������VWXGLHG�)LQH�$UW�DW�&DUQHJLH�0HOORQ�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�0RGHUQ�'DQFH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
3LWWVEXUJK��+H�UHFHLYHG�KLV�0)$�GHJUHH�IURP�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�,QVWLWXWH�RI�WKH�$UWV�LQ�������2YHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV�
KH�KDV�OLYHG�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�/RV�$QJHOHV��ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�D�SURIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$UW�DQG�$UHD�+HDG�RI�
3KRWRJUDSK\�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�/RV�$QJHOHV�IURP������²�������6LQFH������KH�KDV�EHHQ�D�/HFWXUHU�ZLWK�
WKH�UDQN�RI�3URIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�9LVXDO�$UWV�3URJUDP�DW�WKH�/HZLV�&HQWHU�IRU�WKH�$UWV��3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�

6XUYH\V�RI�:HOOLQJ·V�ZRUN�KDYH�EHHQ�KHOG�DW�PXVHXPV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�(XURSH� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�
*HRUJH� (DVWPDQ�0XVHXP�� 5RFKHVWHU� �������� 6WHGHOLMN� 0XVHXP� YRRU�$FWXHOH� .XQVW�� *KHQW� �������� +HQU\�$UW�
*DOOHU\��6HDWWOH���������%UDQG\ZLQH�5LYHU�0XVHXP�RI�$UW��&KDGGV�)RUG���������$UW�,QVWLWXWH�RI�&KLFDJR��������������
)RWRPXVHXP�:LQWHUWKXU��������������+DPPHU�0XVHXP��/RV�$QJHOHV��������������&LQFLQQDWL�$UW�0XVHXP���������
3DODLV�GHV�%HDX[�$UWV��%UXVVHOV���������7KH�0XVHXP�RI�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW��/RV�$QJHOHV���������:H[QHU�&HQWHU�IRU�
WKH�$UWV��&ROXPEXV���������7KH�%DOWLPRUH�0XVHXP�RI�$UW���������&DUQHJLH�0XVHXP�RI�$UW��3LWWVEXUJK��������������
.XQVWPXVHXP�/X]HUQ���������DQG�.XQVWQHUQHV�+XV��2VOR��������

:HOOLQJ·V�ZRUN�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�LQFOXGHG�LQ�PDMRU�PXVHXP�H[KLELWLRQV�DW�0XVHXP�RI�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW�&KLFDJR��������
�������,QVWLWXWH�RI�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW��%RVWRQ��������������������:DGVZRUWK�$WKHQHXP��+DUWIRUG���������:DONHU�$UW�
&HQWHU��0LQQHDSROLV��������������������0HWURSROLWDQ�0XVHXP�RI�$UW��1HZ�<RUN���������WKH�:KLWQH\�%LHQQLDO�DW�WKH�
:KLWQH\�0XVHXP�RI�$PHULFDQ�$UW��1HZ�<RUN���������/RV�$QJHOHV�&RXQW\�0XVHXP�RI�$UW���������������.XQVWKDOOH�
%HUQ���������������'HQYHU�$UW�0XVHXP���������DQG�0RGHUQD�0XVHHW��6WRFNKROP��������

Regen Projects is open by appointment only. Make a reservation to visit the exhibition here.

)RU�DOO�SUHVV�LQTXLULHV��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�%HQ�7KRUQERURXJK�DW�����������������RU�benthornborough@regenprojects.com. 
)RU�DOO�RWKHU�LQTXLULHV��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�6DUYLD�-DVVR��.DW\�0F.LQQRQ��RU�,ULQD�6WDUN�DW�5HJHQ�3URMHFWV��

Image: Terra Cotta Pomegranate, 2020. Oil pigment, electrostatic print on polyester (Winsor & Newton Artists’ Oil Color, HP Color LaserJet CP5225 on 
Pronto Plate), 11 1/2 x 17 1/4 inches.
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