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New York, September 2020—Lehmann Maupin is pleased to announce Wings of Change, an exhibition 
featuring seven new silk works by Johannesburg-based artist Billie Zangewa��)RU�KHU�ƂUVW�H[KLELWLRQ�ZLWK�
/HKPDQQ�0DXSLQ�DQG�ƂUVW�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��=DQJHZD�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�ERG\�RI�ZRUN�WKDW�H[SORUHV�WKH�QHZ�UHDOLW\�RI�
living and working in isolation during the Covid-19 pandemic. Best known for her intricate collages composed 
RI�KDQG�VWLWFKHG�IUDJPHQWV�RI�UDZ�VLON��=DQJHZD�FUHDWHV�ƂJXUDWLYH�FRPSRVLWLRQV�WKDW�H[SORUH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
LQWHUVHFWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�VWHUHRW\SH��REMHFWLƂFDWLRQ��DQG�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�
the black female form. Wings of Change�ZLOO�IHDWXUH�QHZ�ZRUN�WKDW�H[DPLQHV�=DQJHZDpV�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�
during the recent months of global lockdown, especially those of love, loss, and emotional transformation. 

%HJLQQLQJ�KHU�FDUHHU�LQ�WKH�IDVKLRQ�DQG�DGYHUWLVLQJ�LQGXVWULHV��=DQJHZD�HPSOR\V�KHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WH[WLOHV�
to portray personal and universal experiences through domestic interiors, urban landscapes, and portraiture. 
Her earliest works were embroideries on found fabrics depicting remembered botanical scenes and animals 
from Botswana, but she soon transitioned to creating cityscapes, focusing on her experience as a woman in 
WKH�FLW\�RI�-RKDQQHVEXUJ�DQG�KHU�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV��$IWHU�WKH�ELUWK�RI�KHU�VRQ��=DQJHZD�EHJDQ�FUHDWLQJ�KHU�
well-known domestic interiors to explore the shift in focus from self-examination and femininity to motherhood 
DQG�WKH�KRPH��2IWHQ�UHIHUHQFLQJ�VFHQHV�RU�H[SHULHQFHV�IURP�HYHU\GD\� OLIH��=DQJHZD�KDV�VWDWHG�WKDW�VKH� LV�
interested in depicting the work done by women that keeps society running smoothly—but which is often 
overlooked, undervalued, or ignored.

The works in Wings of Change visualize the recent, radical shifts in daily life and mundane routines, as well 
as the growth and loss of personal relationships as a result of the pandemic. In The Heart of the Home, 
=DQJHZD�GHSLFWV�KHU�VRQ�VWXG\LQJ�DW�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WDEOHuD�KLJKO\�UHOHYDQW�LPDJH�DV�PDQ\�SDUHQWV�KDYH�EHJXQ�
KRPHVFKRROLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�GXH�WR�VFKRRO�FORVXUHV��)RU�=DQJHZD��WKH�NLWFKHQ�KDV�EHFRPH�D�FRPPXQDO�VSDFH�
for joy, education, work, and sustenance, bringing her and her son closer together. A Fresh Start speaks to the 

%LOOLH�=DQJHZD 
Heart of the Home, 2020, detail
Hand-stitched silk collage
53.5 x 43.25 inches
136 x 110 cm
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UHQHZHG�SRZHU�RI�D�VLPSOH�VKRZHU��ZKLFK�=DQJHZD�VHHV�DV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�DOORZV�IRU�QHZ�
beginnings and an opportunity to start fresh. This morning ritual sets the tone for the day, but the shower has 
DOVR�EHFRPH�D�SODFH�IRU�VHOI�FDUH�DQG�UHVSLWH�ZKHUH�RQH�FDQ�ƂQG�D�PRPHQW�RI�VRODFH�DPLGVW�WKLV�SHULRG�RI�
extreme stress. Where The Heart of the Home and A Fresh Start signify a renewed perspective on daily routines, 
Free Spirit VLJQLƂHV�ORVV��Free Spirit�LV�D�WULEXWH�WR�=DQJHZDpV�IULHQG��+HQUL�9HUJRQ��ZKR�UHFHQWO\�SDVVHG�DZD\��
8QDEOH�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�IXQHUDO�GXH�WR�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��WKLV�ZRUN�LV�D�ZD\�IRU�=DQJHZD�WR�KRQRU�KLP��,Q�Free 
Spirit, she depicts Henri as an angel, standing in his “celestial” gallery, smiling, happy, and energized. Though 
signifying personal loss, this work also represents a spirit set free, imagining a chance for a new beginning.

Wings of Change acts as a marker of this unique time and the radical changes of 2020. The works featured 
illustrate all that has been lost, rediscovered, and let go, as well as the resilience developed and the lessons 
OHDUQW�GXULQJ�WKLV�GLIƂFXOW�DQG�GHHSO\�HPRWLRQDO�SHULRG��7KH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�VXJJHVWV�SRVVLELOLW\� LQ�WKH�
face of a global crisis that is forcing the world to change and critically reexamine personal, governmental, and 
VRFLHWDO�SULRULWLHV��)RU�=DQJHZD��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�KHU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�PRPHQW�IRFXVHV�RQ�QRW�RQO\�LWV�
hardships but offers a candid view of domestic life in its altered state and an opportunity to make necessary 
changes in our habits, relationships, and day-to-day. The ultimate message is thus one of hope, and an offering 
of love for oneself and all of humanity.
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