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Perrotin is pleased to participate in the 2020 edition of Taipei Dangdai with a solo booth featuring
Brooklyn-based artist Eddie Martinez (American, b. 1977), marking his first presentation in Taiwan.

The booth showcases Martinez's latest series of paintings, “Flowers for Taiwan,” in which he revisits the
formal composition of still life with his signature virtuosity of line and color. Over the years of his practice,
Martinez has given representation to recurring forms to explore congruous concepts whilst highlighting
difference. With rapid brush strokes set against dense, abstract blocks of color, Martinez probes into the
various possibilities of the floral motif, demonstrating his unlimited creativity amidst frameworks set by
subject matter and artistic medium.

The dynamic between boundary and imaginative freedom forms one of the aspects of Martinez's
experimentations with painting as a practice. As he explains, “| am drawn to containers. Putting marks,
colors and shapes in a neat confined area all smashed in and having a solid blocked out background
makes me feel like | am able to exploit maximalism and minimalism in the same picture. That feels pretty
complete to me. It's something I've been exploring for over a decade.”

In “Flowers for Taiwan,” Martinez's indicative black lines reveal figurative elements and his freedom of
gesture, while works with white paint overlaying parts of the canvas recall his “White Out” series, an
exercise in erasure and deduction. From spray paint and Sharpie to push pins, baby wipes, and other
collage elements, Martinez uses eclectic media to create distinctive texture on artistic surfaces, projecting
a sense of immediacy and endless invention.

Martinez's sculptures further his exploration of abstract shape, line, and color, and reflect the physical
materiality of Arte Povera and the readymade. Cast in bronze and uniquely painted, the sculptures are
made from prosaic found objects assembled to achieve aesthetic unity, denoting Martinez’'s celebration of
raw materials as well as their exuberant reappropriations.

Preceding Martinez's presentation at Taipei Dangdai is his solo exhibition, Open Feast, at Yuz Museum in
Shanghai. Drawing inspiration from the architecture and atmosphere of the museum, Martinez
accomplished two of his largest works to date: Open Feast and Mandala in the Sky. Spanning 19 and 5
meters respectively, the new works are powerful additions to the artist’s renowned “Table” and “Mandala”
series.
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