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Galleria Alfonso Artiaco is pleased to announce the opening of the
second solo show by Edi Rama, Saturday January 18t at 7.30 pm.

The site-specific installation conceived by the Albanian artist, and Prime
Minister, Edi Rama for the first two rooms of the gallery include a new series
of drawings created on documents, notes, and sheets of agenda and wall
ceramic.

Edi Rama’s artistic practice has developed in close parallel with his career as
politician. For the artist, culture becomes an essential element in a functional
society, which leads to his initiative to paint the facades of decaying
communist bloc-buildings after being elected Mayor of Tirana in 2000. One
of his first actions upon taking office as the prime minister of Albania in 2013
was to tear down the barricades surrounding the Kryeministria. Now, upon
entering the building, visitors are greeted by the Centre for Openness and
Dialogue, which opened in 2015. The centre contains a digital archive of the
Prime Minister’s office, a library, and exhibition spaces.

In the two rooms of the gallery are exhibited 14 among the most recent
Doodles he usually made while sitting at his desk during telephone
conferences or meetings, countless automatic drawings on printouts of his
daily agenda, office notes and protocols. During years these drawings
became more structured, colourful and balanced.

The moment in which Edi Rama is exclusively dedicating himself to art,
outside the institutional walls, in in his studio, that is the moment in which he
creates the ceramic sculptures, transposition of the drawings but with more
difficulty in the creation (given to the used media).
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Despite their uniqueness, these sculptures have in common the peculiar idea
of being three-dimensional landscapes, improvised rendering of real shelter,
caves inside the artist’ subconscious.

Edi Rama (b. 1964) lives and works in Tirana. A former professor of painting at the
Academy of Fine Arts and author of several books, his works have been exhibited in
numerous solo, two-person, or group exhibitions including at the Venice Biennale
(2017); Sao Paulo Bienal (1994); Haus der Kunst, Munich (2004); the Centre
Pompidou, Paris (2010); the Musee D'art contemporain de Montreal (2011); Biennale
of Marrakesh, Morocco (2015); The New Museum, New York (2016); and Kunsthalle
Rostock (2019). Edi Rama began his political career in Albania as the Minister of
Culture in 1998. He was the Mayor of Tirana from 2000-2011. Rama was elected
Prime Minister of Albania in September 2013, following a landslide victory in the
general elections, and his government has since embarked the path of reforms that
aim to bring Albania closer to the European Union. He is currently serving his second
term as Prime Minister.

piazzetta Nilo, 7 - 80134 Napoli
t: +39 081 4976072
info@alfonsoartiaco.com alfonsoartiaco.com



