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16 November 2019 — 11 January 2020
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7pm

Decrease the brightness until you see little
(everything that is unruly and sensual belon-
gs to the night). In the night’s fabric, things
multiply from within - It has darkened and the
tree is no longer, as it were, “a tree”. It is now
a whistling, dancing tree, with its own rituals,
hiding and revealing. This fabric, dark, dark,
sometimes pitch dark, is; and it is, because
it uneases the body; It is, because just as it
retracts, it stimulates and forces it to move,
to see better, to hear better, and what was
once turbid and slippery is now tangible.

| say now, so that in the future we will not
forget: at night all beings are elusive.

In Middle Finger Pedestrians, we are not fa-
cing a traditionally told story. Now, we could
choose to wait for “once upon a time...”, but
| am sure it won’t be announced until later;
“Pedestrians of the middle finger” (let’s be
literal) is the result of a set of paintings that
show us the intertwining of a narrative that,
without statement or glossary, manifests it-
self as visions that are given in the blink of
an eye. That leave us to work with the “ifs”
in this story of misaligned and permanently
undeveloped temporal and spatial resour-
cefulness.

A van parked in the dark, foliage and insig-
nificant remnants of light - the dogs of the ni-
ght have no owner and are the dogs (silently)
doing the surveys; little in the distance, con-
fined to pitch darkness but entertained, far-
ther and farther and darker, it is for them to
wait; the bird looks dead and the beast thre-
atens the hand, another (who knows if the
same) is about to roll a joint and in the midst
of all this, the tree that received us goes on
and on: enlarged planes, closed planes, li-
fe-size figures and partially cut ones, close

to us or far away - Each painting, although
originating from different challenges and
ambitions regarding practice, inevitably
ends up converging in the following, and
thus successively highlighting a network of
formal and informal correlations that even-
tually result in a contagious and engaging
environment.
At night all beings are elusive, and all that
remains are sudden glimpses and flashes
— a still, blurred image of a distant interrup-
ted wave.
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Gongalo Preto
spine-tingling
2019

oil on canvas
160 x 250 cm
unique
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Goncalo Preto
spine-tingling (detail)
2019

oil on canvas

160 x 250 cm
unique
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Gongalo Preto
Misfits

2019

oil on wood
160 x 120 cm
unique
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Gongalo Preto
LUNAR

2019

oil on wood
160 x 120 cm
unique
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Gongalo Preto
Morcego ou Macaco?
2019

oil on wood

30 x 30cm

unique
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Gongalo Preto
Artéria

2019

oil on wood
30 x 30 cm
unique
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Gongalo Preto
Sopa da pedra
2019

oil and wax on wood
20 x 20 cm

unique
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